
ALI 707: Quranic Arabic & Knowledge, Level 2
Session 2: Wednesday Oct 1, 2025, 7:45 – 8:45 pm NY/Toronto time.

Description: Imam Muhammad al-Baqir (a) has said: Learn Arabic, for it is the 
word of  Allah with which He speaks to His creation [in the Holy Quran]. In this 
online course, specially tailored for past and present Madrasah teachers, we will 

discuss simple Quranic vocabulary and grammar. To make it interesting, 
occasionally we will cover short stories and historical events in the Quran and their 
application in our daily lives. In this level, we will identify nouns and their different 
forms, a few verbs, and particles from Surahs Numbers 108 to 114 of  the Quran.

Today’s agenda: 1. a brief  tafsīr of  Sūrat al-Tawhīd 2. identifying the three broad 
categories of  words in surahs al-‘Asr and al-Kawthar in. 3. more examples of  

attaching pronouns to nouns. 4. identifying the detached pronouns in the first 20 
verses of  al-Baqarah. 5. the table on detached and attached pronouns.

ALI 707: Quranic Arabic & 'Ilm_2 1



Sūrat al-Ikhlās/al-Tawhīd/ صُ لُ خُ ال ُةُ رُ وُ سُ 
يمُ  ٰن ُالرهح  ُاللَّه ُالرهحْ  م  ب س 

أ ح دٌُ ُاللَّهُ  الصهم د ُ﴾١﴿ق ل ُه و  ُ﴾٢﴿اللَّهُ  ي ول د  ُو لَ ُ  ي ل د  ﴾٣﴿لَ ُ 
كُ ف وًاُأ ح دٌُ ي ك نُلهه  ﴾٤﴿و لَ ُ 

Bismillāh. Say, ‘He is Allah, the One. (1) Allah is the All-embracing. (2) He neither 
begat, nor was begotten, (3) nor has He any equal.’ (4) 

The Unity of  God. This chapter lucidly expresses the fundamental belief  of  the Islamic faith: 
monotheism. Muslims include this chapter in their daily prayers. Unlike other chapters of  the 
Qur’ān, which are named by a word within them, this chapter is named by its theme. “Al-Ikhlās” 
means sincerity in faith. It is also known as the Chapter of  “at-Tawhīd,” which means the unity 
of  God.

1. Say, O Muhammad, “He, Allāh, is One in the absolute sense of  unity;

2. Allāh is the everlasting Refuge on whom everything depends;

3. neither has He given birth nor has He been born;

4. and none is equal to Him.”
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Brief  tafsir of  Sūrat al-Tawhīd
Bismillāh. It is one of  most important and well-known chapters of  the Quran. It summarizes well 
the fundamental creed of  Divine monotheism (Tawhīd); revealed in Makkah. It is known as Sūrat 
al-Ikhlās because it introduces God in a manner that allows the believer understand His Being 
and Attributes and aid him in eliminating any trace of  polytheism and thereby becomes sincere 
(Mukhlis ) in devotion to God (Tafsir Tadabbur, p 74).  Imam al-Sādiq  : One who passes a day 
without reciting Sūrat Qul Huwa Allāhu Ahad in any of  his five daily prayers will be told, ‘O 
servant of  God! You are not amongst those who have prayed [as they ought to]. Holy Prophet 
: One who recites this chapter is like one who has recited one-third of  the Quran. Imam Ali 
: Recite it 11 times after al-fajr and you will be saved from sins for the day. This is one of  the 
5 sūrahs which begin with Qul. v.1, it was in response to questioned the nature of  God. It often 
appears because the Prophet was charged to convey the Divine message. Huwa response to 
“Who is He?” Ahad is ‘one’ in uniqueness & matchlessness. v.2 Al-Samad = eternally independent 
is unique to this surah. Al-Husayn (a) has explained al-Samad (Ibid, p 79). v.3 Allah is the Creator 
of  humanity, not their parent. See Q 17:40 & 9:30; idolators believed the angels as the daughters 
of  God, Jews believed Prophet ‘Uzayr as God’s son, and Christians believed Jesus as God’s son. 
v.4 Each verse in this surah is an explanation and expansion of  the verse before it. Thus, Say, ‘He 
is Allah, (the) One’, implies that, ‘Allah, (is) the Eternally Independent.’ And in turn, this implies that, 
‘He neither begets nor is He begotten, and therefore, ‘there is no one comparable to Him’. (Ibid, p 82). ALI 707: Quranic Arabic & 'Ilm_2 3



Attached pronoun with noun ٌُع ب د
Any differences between the two? ‘abd can also be rendered as servant.
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Plural Dual Singular person

ع ب د ه مُ 
Their slave

ع ب د هُ  ا
Their slave

ع ب د هُ 
His slave

3rd, masculine

ع ب د ه نهُ
Their slave

ع ب د هُ  ا
Their slave

ا ع ب د ه 
Her slave

3rd, feminine

ع ب د ك مُ 
Your slave

ا ع ب د ك م 
Your slave

ع ب د كُ 
Your slave

2nd, masculine

ع ب د ك نهُ
Your slave

ا ع ب د ك م 
Your slave

ع ب د كُ 
Your slave

2nd, feminine

ع ب د نُ 
Our slave

ع ب د نُ 
Our slave

ع ب د يُ 
My slave

1st. M & F



Answer to HW, Q 1, Session 1
Sūrahs al-‘Asr and al-Kawthar categorized into

nouns (ism), verbs (fi‘l) and particles (harf).
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Sūrat al- ‘Asr - الْعَصرِ  سُوْرةَُِ
رُ  خ س  ل ف ي نسُ  َُ ال   ا ُ هَ إ  ص ر ُو ال عُ  يمُ الرهحُ  حْ  ُٰ نُ الره اللَّهُ  مُ  ب س 

n p + p n p n + p n n n n + p

لصهُ ب ُ بِ  اُاص وُ و ت  وُ  ل ُ  ُبِ  ق   اُاص وُ و ت  وُ  ُاالصهال ُ  ت  ل واُو ع مُ  آم ن واُ ُالهذ ي ن  ُ إ لَّه
n + p v + p n + p v + p n v + p v n p

Surat Al- Kawthar - رِ الْكَوْثَِ سُوْرةَُِ

وُ  ث  رُ ال ك  ن اكُ أ ع ط ي ُ  ُ إ نه حُ  يمُ الره حْ  ُٰ نُ الره اللَّه ُ مُ  ب س 
n n + n + v n + p n n n n + p

ت ُ الْ  بُ  ُ ه و  ان ئُ  ُش  ك  هَُ إ  ُو ان ُ  ر  ُل ر ب ُ  ك  ل ُ ف صُ 
n n n + n p v + p n + n + p v + p



Different titles of  Sūrat al-Fātihah

Bismillāh.  Several sūrahs in the Holy Quran have more than one title, based of  
Hadiths, history and contents of  the sūrahs.

1, Hadith from the Ma‘sūmīn , e.g., al-Mathānī mentioned by Imam al-Sādiq 

2, referred to in Muslim history and tafāsīr as names were not divinely fixed.

3, content of  the sūrah. E.g., chapter 17 is known as Sūrat Banī Isrā’il and al-Isrā’

Different titles of  al-Fātihah are: Umm al-Kitāb, al-Sab‘ al-Mathānī, al-Hamd.

Homework: mention 7 sūrahs which have more than one title.
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Al-Baqarah verses 1 - 20
Bismillāh. Homework. Highlight the attached pronouns.

يمُ  ٰن ُالرهح  ُاللَّه ُالرهحْ  م  ُُۛف ي﴾١﴿الَُ. ب س  ُر ي ب  ُلَّ  ُال ك ت اب  ُُُۛه دً ُل  ل م تهُهُ ذٰ ل ك  ُوُ ﴾٢﴿ق ين  ل غ ي ب  ُبِ   َ ن و ُي  ؤ م  ُالهذ ين   َ ي ق يم و
ة ُو مِ هاُر ز ق  نُ  ُاه مُ الصهل   َ ُإ ل يُ ﴾٣﴿ُي نف ق و ُبِ  اُأ نز ل   َ ن و ُي  ؤ م  ُمُ كُ و الهذ ين  َُ كُ نُق  ب لُ ُو م اُأ نز ل  ر ة ُه م ُي وق ن و خ   ْ ﴾٤﴿ُو بِ 

ُ  َ ُه م ُال م ف ل ح و ُُۖو أ ولٰ ئ ك  ُع ل ىُٰه دً ُم  نُرهبّ   م  كُ ف ر واُس و اءٌُع ل ي ه م ُأُ ﴾٥﴿أ ولٰ ئ ك  ُالهذ ين  هَ ت نذ ر ه م ُلَّ ُإ  ُأ م ُلَ ُ  ُأ نذ ر تَ  م   َ ن و ُي  ؤ م  ُُۖو ع ل ىُٰأ ب صُ ﴾٦﴿ ع ل ىُٰق  ل وبّ  م ُو ع ل ىُٰسَ  ع ه م  ت م ُاللَّهُ  ِ يمٌُخ  ابٌُع  َ  م ُع ذ  او ةٌُُۖو   َ  ِ ُ ُ﴾٧﴿ار ه م  ُم نُي  ق ول  ُالنهاس  و م ن  ر ُو م اُه مُبِ  ؤ م ن ين ُ خ  ُاْ  ل ي  و م  للَّه ُو بِ  ُاللَّه ُو الهذ ين ُآم ن واُو م اُيُ  د عُ ﴾٨﴿آم نهاُبِ   َ َُ يُ  اد ع و ع ر و  َ ُأ نف س ه م ُو م اُي  ُإ لَّه  َ ﴾٩﴿و
ابٌُأ ل يمٌُبِ ُ  َ  م ُع ذ  م ر ضًاُُۖو  ُق  ل وبّ  مُمهر ضٌُف  ز اد ه م ُاللَّهُ  َ ُفِ  ذ ب و ان واُي ك  كُ  ُ ﴾١٠﴿ا ُالْ  د واُفِ  ُت  ف س  َ  م ُلَّ  ُق ال واُو إ ذ اُق يل ُ ر ض  ُ  َ َ ُ﴾١١﴿إ نَّه اُن  ن ُم ص ل ح و ع ر و  َ ُي  ُو لٰ ك نُلَّه  َ د و ُإ نَّه م ُه م ُال م ف س  كُ م اُآمُ ﴾١٢﴿أ لَّ  ن وا َ  م ُآم  ُق ال واُو إ ذ اُق يل ُ ُالنهاس  ن  و لٰ ك نُلَّهُ ُإ نَّه م ُه م ُالسُّف ه اءُ  ُۗأ لَّ  اءُ  ُالسُّف ه  كُ م اُآم ن  ُأ ن  ؤ م ن   َ إ ذ اُخ ل و اُو إ ذ اُل ق واُالهذ ين ُآم ن واُق ال واُآم نهاُوُ ﴾١٣﴿ُي  ع ل م و

ُ  َ ز ئ و ت  ه  ُم ع ك م ُإ نَّه اُن  ن ُم س  ُش ي اط ين ه م ُق ال واُإ نه ُ﴾١٤﴿إ لَ ٰ ز ئ ُبّ  م ُو يَ  دُّه م ُفِ  ت  ه  ي س  ُاللَّهُ   َ ﴾١٥﴿ُط غ ي انَّ  م ُي  ع م ه و
ٰ ُف م اُر بِ  تُتّ   ا َ  د  ل ة ُبِ  ت  و اُالضهل  ُالهذ ين ُاش  ُأ ولٰ ئ ك  ت د ين  ان واُم ه  كُ  ت  و قُ ﴾١٦﴿ر تَ  م ُو م ا ُالهذ يُاس  كُ م ث ل  راًُف  ل مهاُم ث  ل ه م  د ُن 

ُلَّهُ ُظ ل م ات  ب ن ور ه م ُو ت  ر ك ه م ُفِ  ُاللَّهُ  ُم اُح و ل ه ُذ ه ب  ُأ ض اء ت   َ ر و َُ ﴾١٧﴿ُي  ب ص  ع و ُي  ر ج  يٌُف  ه م ُلَّ  مٌُع م  ﴾١٨﴿ص مٌُّب ك 
 َُ ُالسهم اء ُف يه ُظ ل م اتٌُو ر ع دٌُو ب  ر قٌُيَ  ع ل و ُم  ن  كُ ص ي  ب  ُح ذُ أ و  ُالصهو اع ق  ُآذ انَّ  مُم  ن  مُ  يطٌُرُ ُأ ص اب ع ه م ُفِ  ُُۚو اللَّهُ  ال م و ت 

ُ اف ر ين  ل ك  َ  مُمهُ﴾١٩﴿بِ  كُ لهم اُأ ض اء ُ ُۖ ُأ ب ص ار ه م  ُيُ  ط ف  ُق ام واُۚي ك اد ُال ب  ق  و اُف يه ُو إ ذ اُأ ظ ل م ُع ل ي ه م  ُشُ َ  ُو ل و  ل ذ ه ب  اء ُاللَّهُ 
ء ُق د يرٌُ ُش ي  كُ ل   ع ل ىٰ ُاللَّهُ  هَ ُُۚإ  ع ه م ُو أ ب ص ار ه م   ﴾٢٠﴿ب س م 
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Learning Quranic Arabic: other resources
1. Ali, Muhammad Mohar. A Word for Word Meaning of  the Qur’an, 3 vols, 
Jami’yat Ihyaa’  Minhaaj Al-Sunnah, PB, xiv + 2096 pp, Ipswich: 2003.

2. Jones, Alan. Arabic Through the Qur’an, The Islamic Texts Society, PB, 
xviii + 331 pp, Cambridge: 2005

3. Karya Bestari SDN, Al-Quran al-Karim: Color Coded Word-by-Word al-
Quran; HB, 633 pp, Malaysia: 2021

4. Khattab, Mustafa. The Clear Quran Dictionary, Al-Furqan Foundations.

5. Parekh, Sh. Abdul Karim. The Easy Dictionary of  the Qur’an, Farid Book 
Depot, HB,  xxii + 242 pp, Delhi: 1998.

6. Younes, Munther. The Routledge Introduction to Qur’anic Arabic, Routledge 
Taylor & Francis Group, PB, xv +338, NY: 2013.
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The texts for the course
our past courses are available at https://academyofislam.com/quranic-arabic/

Ali Quli Qarai Hafiza Iffat Hasan AbdulWahid 
Hamid

The Qur’an: with a 
phrase-by-phrase 
English translation 

Qur’anic 
Language Made 
Easy

Access to Qur’anic 
Arabic
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