
ALI 702: Quranic Arabic & Knowledge, Level 1
Session 3: Wednesday Aug 20, 2025;  7 - – 8 pm pm NY/Toronto time.

Description: Quranic Arabic helps Muslims learn the language of  the Quran with 
a goal of  comprehending the Divine message directly. In this online course, 

specially tailored for past and present Madrasah teachers, we will learn simple 
Quranic vocabulary and grammar. To make it interesting, occasionally we plan to 
cover simple rules of  Tajweed, stories and historical events in the Quran and the 

relevance of  the Quran in our daily lives. Participants will need to put in an average 
of  two hours a week to work on the course. In this level, we will identify nouns and 

their different forms, a few verbs, and particles from the Sūras recited in daily 
prayers. Texts: The Phrase-by-Phrase English Translation of  the Quran by Syed Ali Quli 

Qarai, and Qur’anic Language Made Easy by Hafiza Iffath Hasan. 

Course Outline Session 3: A quick review of  lessons and homework for 
Session 2.  Lesson 4 in the Text on attaching pronouns to nouns. 

Introducing Word List 1 of  words that occur over 100 times in the Quran.
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Surat al-Fatihah/al-Hamd

ةُِاتُِ فُ الُ ةُ رُ وُ سُ 
ٰنُِالرهحِيمُِ ُالرهحْ  مُِاللَّهِ ُر ب ُِاُ ﴾١﴿بِس  د ُللَّهِِ َ ال مِن ُلْ  م  ﴾٢﴿ُال 

ينُِ﴾٣﴿لرهحْ ٰ نُِالرهحِيمُِاُ  َ بُ ﴾٤﴿م الِكُِي  و مُِالدِ  ُن   ك  د ُإِيَّه
َِن ُ ت  ُن س  ك  تُ اُِ﴾٥﴿و إِيَّه ُال م س  ُالصِ ر اط  دِنَ  صِر اط ُ﴾٦﴿قِِيم ُه 

ُع ل ي هِم ُغ يْ ُِا َ م ت  ُأ ن   ل ُالهذِين  ُآُالضُ ل م غ ض وبُِع ل ي هِم ُو  لِ ن 
﴿٧﴾
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Uniqueness of  al-Fatihah
- Only sūrah named on account its position/location in the Quran. It is al-Fatiha because it is 

the opening chapter of  the Quran, as well as the opening of  the prayers.

- Only sūrah to be revealed twice, once in Makkah and then in Madinah

- only sūrah in which basmalah is counted as part of  the surah.

- One of  its names al-Sab‘ al-mathani, i.e., the seven oft repeated verses. It termed so because it 
was revealed twice, and it is recited twice in every prayer. This title appears in Q 15:87

- For prayers to be valid, al-Fatihah must be recited in it. Hadith of  Prophet Muhammad (s).

- Prophet (s): God, the Almighty informed me, “I have divided the Fatihat al-Kitab between me 
and my servants; half  of  it is for Me and half  of  it is for My servant, and my servant shall 
receive whatever he asks for.”
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Virtues of acquiring knowledge
Bismillāh.  Why did we not cancel the class on the eve of  arbaeen?

َِلمُ  :و آلِهُِ ع ل يهُِ اللُ  ص لهيُ  اللُِ رسولُ  .ك لِ هُِ الشهر ُِ ر أسُ  والج هلُ  ، ك لِ هُِ الخ يُِْ ر أسُ  ال
1– The Prophet (s): Knowledge is the root of  all good whereas ignorance is the root of  all evil. [Bihar al-Anwar, v. 
77, p. 175, no. 9]

َِلمُِ ط ل بُ  :و آلِهُِ ع ل يهُِ اللُ  ص لهيُ  اللُِ رسولُ  ب دُ  الرهبُ  ي طاعُ  بِهُِ ...م سلِمُ  ك ل ُِ ع لى ف ريض ةُ  ال َِلمُ  ، الْ رامُِ مِنُ  الْ لالُ  ر فُ ويَ  ، الأرحامُ  ت وص لُ  وبِهُِ ، ويَ   إمامُ  ال
َ م لُِ َ م لُ  ال َ هُ  وال مُ  ، تابِ َ داءُ  بِهُِ ي له  ر م هُ  ، الس  . الأشقِِياءُ  ويُ 

2– The Prophet (s): The quest for knowledge is incumbent upon every Muslim… by virtue of  it the Lord is obeyed 
and worshipped, blood relations are maintained, and the lawful is distinguished from the prohibited. Knowledge 
leads to action and action follows it. The fortunate ones are inspired by it whereas the wretched ones are deprived 
of  it. [Amali al-Tusi, p. 488, no. 1069]

ةُ  الن اسُِ أكث  رُ  :و آلِهُِ ع ل يهُِ اللُ  ص لهيُ  اللُِ رسولُ   3  ةُ  الن اسُِ وأق لُ  ، عِلما أكث  ر ه م قيم  . عِلما أق  ل ه م قيم 
3– The Prophet (s): The worthiest of  people are those who have the most knowledge, and the least of  them in 
worth are those with the least knowledge. [Amali al-Saduq, p. 27, no. 4]

ةُِ مِن الن اسُِ أقر بُ  :و آلِهُِ ع ل يهُِ اللُ  ص لهيُ  اللُِ رسولُ   4 َِلمُِ وأهلُ  الِجهادُِ أهلُ  الن  ب  وهةُِ د ر ج  . ال
4– The Prophet (s): The people who are closest to the rank of  prophethood are the people of  knowledge and 
striving. [al-Mahajjat al-Baydha, v. 1, p. 14]

َ ل ماءُِ مِدادُ  القِِيام ةُِ ي ومُ  ي وز نُ  :و آلِهُِ ع ل يهُِ اللُ  ص لهيُ  اللُِ رسولُ   5  ج حُ  الش ه داءُِ ودِماءُ  ال َ ل ماءُِ مِدادُ  فيْ  .الش ه داءُِ دِماءُِ لىعُ  ال
5– The Prophet (s): On the Day of  Resurrection, the ink of  the scholars will be weighed up against the blood of  the 
martyrs, and the ink of  the scholars will preponderate over the blood of  the martyrs. [Tafsir al-Durr al-Manthur, v. 3, 
no. 423]
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A to Q 4: importance of Majma ‘al-Bayān
Bismillāh. Majma‘ al-bayān fī Tafsīr al-Qur’ān م ع ُالب يانُفیُت فسيُْالقِ رآن (مَ  ) by al-Fadl b. al-Hasan         al-
Tabrasī (d 548/1153-4) is one of  the most important Quranic tafsīr (commentary) in                          
the Islamic world that Shī‘ah and Sunni scholars have referred to and regarded it as                            
one of  the old references in this field. The importance of  this book is because it is                  bei 
i) comprehensive, ii) authentic, iii) in precise order, iv) has clear and useful points and                          
reviews different opinions.  

The Shī‘ah mufassir (commentator), theologian and jurist, Amin al-Islam Abu Ali al-Fadl b. al-
Hasan al-Tabrasī was among the greatest scholars of  6th /12th. Many biographers have praised al-
Tabrasī’s scholarly position and contribution. He is buried in Mashhad near the holy shrine of  
Imam al-Ridhā (a) at the beginning of  a street named after him. He wrote three commentaries, 
Majma‘ al-bayān, Jawāmi‘ al-jami‘ and al-Kāfi al-shāfi, the most comprehensive being Majma‘ al-bayān 
and most condensed is al-Kāfī al-shāfi.

Many contemporary tafāsīr have referred to Majma‘ al-bayān in their works.
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Answer to Q 5: Detached & Attached pronouns
Bismillāh. Identify the pronouns in Sūrat al-Qadr

ٰنُِالرهحِيمُِ ُالرهحْ  مُِاللَّهِ رُِفُِهُ أ نز ل ن انَُ +إِنُ * بِس  ل ةُِال قِ د  رُِ﴾١﴿ُل ي   ل ة ُال قِ د  ُم اُل ي   ﴾٢﴿و م آُأ د ر اك 
ر ُ ُأ ل فُِش ه  رُِخ يْ  ُمِ ن  ل ة ُال قِ د  ئِك ة ُو الر وح ُفِي﴾٣﴿ل ي   ُال م لَ  ات  ن  زهل  ُأ م ر ُمِ نكُ ل ُِهِم-بِِِذ نُِر ب ُِه  م ُ﴾٤﴿ رُِهِيُ س لا  ُم ط ل عُِال ف ج   ﴾٥﴿ح تَّهٰ

 those highlighted are attached pronouns and the one in red is detached pronoun.

refers to Almighty Allah نَُ 
refers to the Holy Quran هُ 

ا refers to the Night of ه   Qadr

refers to the angles and the al-Rūh هِمُ 

refers to the Night of هِيُ   Qadr
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Answer to Q 6: not pronouncing long vowels
Bismillāh. Arabic has long and short vowels. Short vowel signs (sg. harakah, pl. harakāt) are 
represented by a kasrah sign under a letter, and fathah and dammah signs over a letter. 
These are known as zer, zabar, and pesh, respectively, in Farsi and Urdu. In the word  ُك تِب
we see each letter has a different vowel sign. Long vowels (sg. harf  al-madd, pl. hurūf  al-
madd) applies when the vowel fathah is followed by alif, kasrah is followed by yā sākin, and 
dammah is followed by wāw sākin. Sometimes, missing the long vowel would change the 
meaning. The most common mistake people make when they recite verse number 46 in 
Sūrat YāSīn: ُ ُآي ةُ و م اُتَ  تيِهِمُمِ ن  تُِمِ ن  كُ ان واُع ن  ه اُمُ آيَّ  ُإِله َ رِضِنُ ر بِّ ِم   - There does not come to them any 
sign from among the signs of  their Lord but that they have been disregarding it. The first  ُآي ة is 
singular and the second ُِت is plural.  Other examples are (i) Q 20:45 آيَّ  أ نُُر ب هن اُإِن هن اُنَ  افُ ال ُقُ 
ُأ نُي ط غ ىُٰ ن اُأ و  ُع ل ي   ي  ف ر ط  - They (i.e., Moses and Aron) said, ‘Our Lord! We are indeed afraid that he will 
forestall us or will exceed all bounds.’ (ii) In Q 27: 15:  ُاُُۖو ُعِل م  ن اُد او ود ُو س ل ي م ان  ُآت  ي   ُالهذِيُق ال ُو ل قِ د  د ُللَّهِِ ُالْ  م 
ُعِب ادِهُِال م ؤ مِنِنُ  ثِيْ ُمِ ن  كُ   Certainly, We gave knowledge to David and Solomon, and they (David - ف ضهل ن اُع ل ىٰ
& Solomon) said, ‘All praise belongs to Allah, who granted us an advantage over many of  His faithful 
servants.’ The word  ُالُ ق  means  the two of  them said. On the other hand  ُق ال without a long 
vowel on lām means ‘he said.’
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Word list 1 from https://academyofislam.com/quranic-arabic/
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Homework Q 7: highlight the pronouns
Bismillāh.  Identify through colors attached pronouns and detached pronouns.

ُ ت د ون  ر اُو ه مُم ه  أ ل ك م ُأ ج  ُي س  َ واُم نُله ُأ ع ب د ُالهذِيُف ط ر نُِو إِل يُ ﴾٢١﴿اتهبِ ُو م اُلِ ُل  َ ون  ذ ُمِنُد ونهُِِ﴾٢٢﴿هُِت  ر ج  أ أ تَّهِ
ُش ف اع ت  ه م ُشُ  ُت  غ نُِع نِّ  ُي نقِِذ ونُِآلِِ ة ُإِنُي ردِ نُِالرهحْ ٰ ن ُبِض ر  ُله ً اُو ل  ُم بِن ُ﴾٢٣﴿ي   ل  ُإِذ اُلهفِيُض لا  ُ﴾٢٤﴿إِنِ ِ إِنِ ِ

َ ونُِ ُبِر بِ ك م ُف اسْ   َ ل مُ ﴾٢٥﴿آم نت  ُق  و مِيُي   ُل ي ت  ُيَّ  ُقِيل ُاد خ لُِالج  نهة ُُۖق ال  َ ل نُِّ﴾٢٦﴿ون  ُو ج  ُلُِر بِّ  ُبِ اُغ ف ر  ُمِن 
ُ ر مِن  ُالسهمُ ﴾٢٧﴿ال م ك  َ دِهُِمِنُج ند ُمِ ن  كُ نهاُم نزلِِن ُو م اُأ نز ل ن اُع ل ىُٰق  و مِهُِمِنُب   ُص ي ح ة ُ﴾٢٨﴿اءُِو م ا ُإِله ان ت  كُ  إِن

ُ امِد ون  ة ُف إِذ اُه م ُخ  َِب ادُُِۚم اُيَ  تيِهِمُمِ نُرهس و﴾٢٩﴿و احِد  ر ة ُع ل ىُال  ُح س  زئِ ون ُيَّ  ت  ه  ان واُبِهُِي س  كُ  ُإِله ي  ر و اُ﴾٣٠﴿ل  أ لَ ُ 
َ ونُ  ُي  ر جِ ُإِل ي هِم ُل  ُال قِ ر ونُِأ نَّه م  ل ه مُمِ ن  ن اُق  ب   ل ك  ي  ن اُمُ  ض ر ونُ ﴾٣١﴿ك م ُأ ه  يع ُلهد  و آي ة ُلِه م ُ﴾٣٢﴿و إِنكُ لٌُّلهمهاُجَِ  بًّاُف مِن ه ُيَ ُ  ن اُمِن  ه اُح  ر ج  ن اه اُو أ خ  ي  ي   ت ة ُأ ح  ي   ُال م  ُالأ  ر ض  ُو أ عُ ﴾٣٣﴿ك ل ون  يل  ُمِ نُنَهِ َ ل ن اُفِيه اُج نهات  ُفِيه اُو ج  ُو ف جهر نَ  ن اب  َ ي ونُِ ُال  ُيُ ﴾٣٤﴿مِن  ُُۖأ ف لا  ُليِ أ ك ل واُمِنُثَ  رهُِِو م اُع مِل ت ه ُأ ي دِيهِم  كُُ ﴾٣٥﴿ش ك ر ون  ُالأ  ز و اج  ُالهذِيُخ ل ق  لهه اُمِهاُس ب ح ان 

ُ َ ل م ون  ُي   ُأ نف سِهِم ُو مِهاُل  ُو مِن  ُالأ  ر ض  ل خ ُمِن ه ُالن هُ﴾٣٦﴿ت نبِت  ُف إِذ اُه مُم ظ لِم ون ُو آي ة ُلِه م ُاللهي ل ُن س  ﴾٣٧﴿ه ار 
َ زيِزُِالُ  ُال  دِير  ُت  قِ  ت  قِ ر  ُلِه اُُۚذٰ لِك  ُتَ  ريُِلِم س  ُع اد ُكُ ﴾٣٨﴿َ لِيمُِو الشهم س  ُح تَّهٰ ه ُم ن ازلِ  ُق دهر نَ  َ ر ج ونُِال قِ دِيِمُو ال قِ م ر  ال  ُاللهي ل ُس ابُِ﴾٣٩﴿ ُو ل  ُال قِ م ر  ركِ  ُي نب غِيُلِ  اُأ نُت د  ُالشهم س  ب ح ون ُل  ُي س  ارُُِۚو ك لٌُّفُِف  ل ك  ُالن هه  ﴾٤٠﴿ق 
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The texts for the course
our past courses are available at https://academyofislam.com/quranic-arabic/

Ali Quli Qarai Hafiza Iffat Hasan AbdulWahid 
Hamid

The Qur’an: with a 
phrase-by-phrase 
English translation 

Qur’anic 
Language Made 
Easy

Access to Qur’anic 
Arabic
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