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Hopefulness and Good Opinion of the Almighty, a necessity for human salvation: The servant has sought high stations,
and profound realities, and as the Munajat winds up, is left with a lingering thought — what if my ask is not attainable?
In response, this section of the whispered conversation reminds us that the human’s ability to attain these high stations
is limited and may draw him towards hopelessness, but whence he considers the infinite Mercy and beautiful
Magnanimity of the Almighty, hopefulness descends, and the positive opinion of the Beloved overtakes any hints of
hopelessness. Rather, the Almighty is so firm when it comes to matters of hope, He considers one beholding pessimism
and despair to be away from His Mercy and forbids against it'2. Hopelessness is an obstacle that needs to be removed if
it hinders the growth towards Divine proximity, and it needs to be nurtured to curtail reliance on the self, so the human
disconnects and severs any hope from fulfilling the ego. Acts that nurture hopefulness (as described in verses and
traditions) include tilawah of the Holy Qur’an, establishing of Salah, spending in His Way openly and discreetly?, firm
belief along with migration towards Him, struggling in His Way*, and avoiding all forms of polytheism (from the apparent
to the most hidden) in God’s worship while engaging in virtuous acts®.

Errors and sins lower the human status, God’s Safh and Compassion raise human worth, conditional to Reliance and
Certainty: A virtuous servant by nature is someone who has a soul that is sensitive to the Reality due to his Yaqin
(certainty of the Truth) and in tune with the Mercy of the Almighty such that he sees his actions to be naught, except by
the Bounty and Grace of the Lord. When a human being, slips into error and sins, his sensitivity to Reality decreases, his
hopefulness in God’ Mercy diminishes and as a result, Tawakkul on the Almighty takes a back seat. In this section of the
Munajat, the wayfarer takes account of his faults, and realizes that they have been the cause of him debasing himself
before the Almighty in his own self-worth, thereby beseeches for his upliftment from Him by the Overlooking of his slips,
thereby establishing his Tawakkul; and by relying on his certainty of the Lord’s Affection, begs for a new beginning, since
the one who has God’s reliance, the wretched has no impact on them®.

Preparation for Your Liqa’: The ultimate meeting is the one with the Beloved, its circumstances are determined by our
state of awareness and mode of action in this temporal life. Abundant reward invites to Heaven, while sins wrecking the
soul, make it deserving of chastisement in the Hellfire. Forgetfulness of God’s countless bounties makes the heart fall
asleep from preparing for the Liqa’ and had it not been for the attention to His Inner and Outer bounties” and the
realization of the consequences of one’s actions (especially vis-a-vis the usage of bounties), the heart would have not
been awakened from its slumber.

Reflection: Is my heart awake and aware, or asleep and oblivious in preparation for the Liga’ of the Almighty?

Discussion (with a scholar): The human soul in the domain of multiplicity and countless bounties, is required to move
towards Unity and Unicity. How can one work towards acquiring the Tawhidi outlook, inclinations and lifestyle, amid the
mundane and the profane?
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