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Recite whenever you see a Hilal (crescent)

The Prophet #£ has said, it is recommended (wustahab)
to recite Surat al-Fattha seven times upon seeing a
crescent. Whosoever recites it at the sighting of the
crescent, Allah will protect him from the inflaimmation
of the eyes in that month. (Ibn Tawus, Igba/ 628; Majlisi,
Bihar 95:376).

Spend these nights in ‘ibadat

Imam Ja‘far al-Sadiq # said: I heard from my father,
who heard from his grandfather saying that [Imam)] ‘Ali
e Joved freeing himself [for worshipping Allah] on
four nights in the year: 1t night of Rajab, 15% night of
Sha‘ban, eve of [Eid] al-Fitr and eve of [Eid] al-Nahr (i.e.
10t of Dhal Hijjah). (Tusi, Misbah 2:648; Ibn Tawdus,
Igbal, p 421)




Preface to the Enhanced Edition

Alhamdu lillah we have received numerous comments and
teedback from users of our A‘mal books (Manuals of
Devotions). What appears in this fifth edition of Rajab and
Sha‘ban Devotions is what some users would like to see in
a single book: all essential and important acts of devotions
tound in renown books of A‘mal and Du‘as, especially as
tound in Shaykh ‘Abbas Qummt’s Mafatih al-Jinan - the
most popular work in the genre.

This enhanced edition has corrected some of the errors
appearing in previous editions. Additionally, three new
features have been added:

1. The general acts of devotions for Rajab and Sha‘ban
appear at the beginning of the section for each month. This
is followed by the acts of devotions for specific nights and
days.

2. The months of Rajab and Sha‘ban are replete with
numerous religious occasions. Besides including
recommended supplications, glorifications and prayers, we
have included Salawat and Ziyarat to be recited on the birth
and death anniversaries of the Ma‘simin 25L. The salawat
were taught by Imam Hasan al-‘Askari #&e to his disciple
‘Abdullah b. Muhammad al-‘Abid, when he asked the
Imam the manner of invoking salawat on the Holy Prophet

#¢ and his successors.

3. The font size of the Arabic text and corresponding
English translation has been set to 23 and 14 points
respectively. This will allow most users to recite with ease.




‘Umrah and Ziyarat in Rajab

1) Umrab (i.e., the shorter pilgrimage) can be performed anytime
during the year. However, a number of Hadith have been
received from the Ma‘sumin 2<% encouraging the faithful to
perform ‘Umrah in the Month of Rajab.

Shaykh Tusi narrates on the authority of Abu Ja‘far Imam
Muhammad al-Bagqir: The best ‘umrah is the Umrah of Rajab.
Shaykh al-Saduq reports from Mu‘awiyah b. ‘Ammar that Abu

‘Abdillah Imam Ja‘far al-Sadiq # was asked which ‘umrah is
better: The ‘Umrah of Rajab or the ‘Umrah in the month of
Ramadan? So, he said, ‘No, rather the ‘Umrah of Rajab is the best.
In a/-Kafi there is another Hadith from Mu‘awiyah ibn ‘Ammar
on the authority of Abu ‘Abdillah &&e: 4 pilorim can perform
umrab in any month during a year, (but) the best ‘umrab is the ‘Umrah of
Rajab.

It is reported in Igbal that Imam Ali ibn al-Husayn #&k was
once in Makkah for the wmrah of Rajab. His days and nights
were spent in prayers by the side of the Ka‘bah. Most of the
time, days and nights on, he was seen in the state of prostration.
He was heard saying the following dhikr in prostration:

Sxs 20 danll LSl B a1 e 5l qu
e
Your servant’s sins are enormous, so let the pardon from Y ou be gracions.

2) Ibn Abi Nasr narrates that he asked Abul Hasan al-Rida #&l:
in which month should I perform the gzyarah of Imam al-

Husayn #? He said in the middle of Rajab and in the middle
of Sha‘ban.

3) It should also be known that the zzyarah of the Imam Ali al-

Rida #eduring the month of Rajab has been specially

recommended, and according to a tradition has a merit next to
that of Hajj.




