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Preface

There are numerous Hadiths on the merits of the months of Rajab, Sha‘ban and Ramadan. A famous Hadith

often heard is from the Holy Prophet 1 who says: Indeed Rajab is the month of Allah, Sha‘ban is my month, and
Ramadan is the month of my Ummab.

While the community is cognizant about the significance and the excellence of Holy Ramadan, there is an
apparent dearth of literature on the great significance and distinction of the months of Rajab and Sha‘ban in
English. A number of manuals have been published on the a7l (observances and acts of worship) to be
performed in these two months. We humbly feel, that there is a dire need of a booklet on the significance of
Rajab and Sha‘ban and the specific actions recommended in them.

This book is a collection of selected forty Hadiths on the merits of Rajab and Sha‘ban, most of which have been
drawn from two renowned manuals of supplications:

1) Igbal al-A'mal of Sayyid Radi al-Din Abul Qasim ‘Ali b. Musa b. Ja‘far b. Muhammad b. Tawus (d. 664 AH)
2 volumes, Tehran 1988.

2) Mafatih al-Jinan by Shaykh ‘Abbas al-Qummi (d. 1359 AH), Beirut 1992/1412.

References to all Hadiths have been taken from Jam:i‘ al-Abadith, Version 3.5 from Noor Software, Qum.
Complete list of these works and their compilers are as follows (in alphabetical order):

Al-Amali of Sadiig by Muhammad b. Ali Ibn Babwayh al-Sadiq (d. 381 AH)

AlL-Amdli of Tiisi by Muhammd b. al-Hasan al-Ttst (d. 460 AH)

ALKafi fi Tl al-Din in 4 volumes by Muhammad b. Ya‘qub b. Ishaq al-Kulayni (d. 329 AH)

Bihar al-Anwarin 110 volumes by ‘Allamah Muhammad Bagqir Majlist (d. 1111 AH)

Man la Y abdnrnbu al-Fagib in 4 volumes by Muhammad b. Ali Ibn Babwayh al-Saduq

Misbah al-Mutabagjid wa Silah al-Mut'abbid by Muhammad b. al-Hasan al-Tast

Tahdhib al-Abkan in 10 volumes by Muhammd b. al-Hasan al-Tuast

Tafsil Wasa'il al-Shi‘ah ili Tahsil Masa’il al-Shari‘ah, in 29 volumes by Shaykh Muhammad b. al-Hasan Hurr al-‘Amilt (d.
1104 AH)

Thawab al-A‘mal wa Igbal al-“Amal by Muhammad b. Ali Ibn Babwayh al-Saduq

Zad al-Ma‘ad Miftah al-Jinan by ‘Allamah Muhammad Baqir Majlis1

We are grateful to Sh. Tahir Ridha Jaffer of Qum al-Mugaddas for checking the translation of these Hadiths
and providing relevant suggestions. Sayyid Ali Quli Qarai also kindly shared the sections on the “Observances
of Rajab and Sha‘ban” from his forthcoming English translation of Mafatih al-Jinan which proved useful for this
work. May the Almighty reward them both in this world and in the Hereafter!
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Introduction

The months of Rajab and Sha‘ban are months of worship that prepare believers for the Month of Ramadan,
the holiest of all months. Together, these three months form the Months of Eminence ($Shubir al-Sharaf).

Fasting during these months is highly recommended, as is evident from many of the following Hadiths. These
mustabab fasts are a preparation for the wajib fasts to come during the month of Ramadan. At that time, believers
fast in obedience to an obligatory command of Allah (swt). However, it is the mustahab fasts that reveal the
extent of devotion of the believer to see if he/she is willing to go through the hardship of fasting, even though
it may not be mandatory. Furthermore, there is an opportunity for a believer to fast even some of his/her
obligatory fasts (e.g gadha fasts, fasts of nadbar etc) for which he would enjoy not only the benefits of fasting in
these holy months but also discharge his obligations of performing wajib fasts. In addition, there are certain
highly recommended A‘mal during this month where consecutive fasting for a certain number of days are
required (e.g in A‘mal of Umm Dawud) which is highly beneficial.

The following Hadiths show how Allah, subhanahn wa-Ta'‘ala, allows the believer to get closer to Him, and raises
his status during the months of eminence through actions such as fasting, selected prayers, charity, pilgrimage .
.. etc. These Hadiths were first published in 2014 in a booklet form and now being posted ALI website for the
benefit of all Mu’minin. We pray to the AlmightyAllah ‘azza wa-jall to accept this meager effort!

It is through such special opportunities that a believer reaches a rank which would ordinarily be out of reach
for him. Thus the actions encouraged by the Hadiths below are the ladders which we must climb onto, to gain
success and victory with Allah (swt).

May the Almighty make us from among those who hasten to ascend to spiritual heights!

Admin, Academy for Learning Islam (A.L.L)
Email: director@academyofislam.com
URL: www.academyofislam.com

Tel: 1-289-553-7886
Rajab al-Murajjab 1434 /March 2019
Toronto, ON, Canada
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Understanding the thawab for acts of worship

This booklet contains a selection of Hadiths on the significance and rewards of fasting, praying, supplicating,
pleading for forgiveness, giving alms, and other good deeds performed during the months of Rajab and
Sha‘ban. As you read through the booklet, the immense rewards promised for various acts of worship (%badir)
may astound you. It may be difficult to comprehend, for instance, how a simple act like fasting one day in
these months, pleading Allah for forgiveness (istighfar), or reciting a short supplication can result in so much
reward. How can one receive, for instance, a river in Paradise (see Hadith No. 6 below), or a promise to enter
Paradise (Hadith # 31), through one single act of worship? To better understand the promised rewards, keep
the following points in mind:

1) Preparations for the Holy Month of Ramadan entail serious efforts. The actions recommended in Rajab
and Sha‘ban are a preparation for the Holy month. Even in the Du‘a welcoming the month of Rajab, the
Messenger of Allah said: O AZabh! Bless us in Rajab and Sha‘ban and makes us reach the month of Ramadan (Hadith
#2); meaning that since the Almighty has given His servant the opportunity of witnessing Rajab and Sha‘ban,
He should grant him Divine success in performing good deeds to be blessed with witnessing the Holy month.
Since it is necessary that a believer makes the most of the Holy Ramadan to benefit as much as possible from
the Divine bounties of that month, the actions in the months preceding it are also very important. To
emphasize this importance, Allah, through His Messenger and chosen Imams, encourages believers with
intense rewards even before the Holy month begins.

2) The Divine Generosity has no limits. What may seem huge to us is really not significant in the eyes of
Allah. Our limited minds cannot fully comprehend the huge numbers and amounts, but for the Almighty it is
not much. In Du‘a al-Iftitah, Imam Mahdi al-Q2’im (af) when beseeching from the limiltless bountines of

Allah says: Though it is a lot for me, while it is easy and insignificant for Yon (s 'l e Ay s e 323). The

rain of blessings which pour down upon a believer who has pleased Allah is without measure.

3) The thawab of the Hereafter cannot be compared with measures of this world. Human beings understand
according to the normal measures and proportions of everyday life. Even though that type of language may be
used because that is what people know, the actual concept is beyond anything of this world. The Quran talks
about the Day of Judgment: The angels and the spirit ascend to Hin on a Day the measure of which is fifty thousand years
(Q70:4) -
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Such a long Day seems incomprehensible, but shows how different the Hereafter really is.

We are all aware of the importance which Allah gives to Laylatul Qadrin the Quran. He puts forward a
question: And what will explain to you what the Laylatu! Qadr is? Immediatley, He says in the next verse: The
Laylatul Qadr is better than thousand months (QQ 97:3). Imam al-Baqir (a) explains this verse aptly: A good deed in it of
saying prayers, giving Zakat and other types of good (actions), is better than the deed (preformed) in thousand months which do
not contain Night of Qadr in themy for had Allah not multiplied the deeds for believers, they would be unable to reach

[salvation], but Allah (swt) multiplies for them the good deeds (Thawadb al-A‘mal, p. 92).
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1. Rajab is month of Allah, and Sha‘ban is Prophet’s month
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It has been narrated by Abi Sa‘ld al-Khudri that the Messenger of Allah (s) said: Indeed Rajab is the month of
Allah, Sha‘ban is my month, and Ramadan is the month of my ummabh. Surely, whoever fasts a day in Rajab,
he/she: secures Allah’s greatest pleasute, the fast of that day stifles the wrath of Allah — the Mighty and Sublime,

and one of the gates of hell is closed for him/her (Hadith No.1; 40 Hadith on Rajab and Sha‘ban; Academy for
Learning Islam; taken from Wasa'i/, Hadith 13887)
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2. Rajab and Sha‘ban are gateways to Holy Month of Ramadan
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It has also been narrated that upon sighting the crescent of Rajab he (i.e. The Messenger of Allah) (s) said:

Allabumma barik lana fi Rajabin wa-Sha‘bana, waballighna shabra Ramadana, wa-a‘inna ‘alas-siyami walqiyam, wabifzil-
lisan, waghaddil-basari, wala taj‘al hazzana minbul-ju‘n wal ‘atash

O Allah! Bless us in Rajab and Sha‘ban and makes us reach the month of Ramadan. Help us [in these months]
with fasting, standing [for prayers], guarding the tongue, casting down the gaze [with modesty], and do not make
our [only] share in it [the experiencing of] hunger and thirst. (Hadith No.2; 40 Hadith on Rajab and Sha‘ban;
Academy for Learning Islam; taken from Bihar 95:376)

3. Rajab is the month of istighfar and Sha‘ban is the month of salawat
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Abu ‘Abdillah (al-Sadiq) (a) said: The Messenger of Allah (s) has said, ‘Ra)ab is the month of z;fz(g/yfar (1.6. pleadmg
for forgiveness from Allah) for my Ummah, (so) do a lot of istighfar in it for surely He is All-forgiving and All-
merciful (QQ, 6:54, 165), and Sha‘ban is my month. Say in Rajab many times: _Astaghfirullah (i.e. 1 plead for God’s
tforgiveness) and beseech Allah for the overlooking and the repentance of what has passed, and protection for
the remainder of your lives. And in Sha‘ban recite a lot of sa/awat (i.e. send blessings) on your Prophet. And he
said: Indeed Sha‘ban is known as the Month of Intercession, for Your Messenger intercedes on behalf of one
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who says salawat on him. (Hadith No.3; 40 Hadith on Rajab and Sha‘ban; Academy for Learning Islam; taken
from Wasa’il H. 13986)

4. Keep vigil on four nights
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Imam Ja‘far al-Sadiq (a) said: I heard from my father, who heard from his grandfather saying that [Imam] ‘Ali
(a) loved freeing himself [for worshipping Allah] on four nights in the year: 15t night of Rajab, 15% night of
Sha‘ban, eve of [Eid] al-Fitr and eve of [Eid] al-Nahr (i.e. 10" of Dhul Hijjah).

(Hadith No.4; 40 Hadith on Rajab and Sha‘ban; Academy for Learning Islam; taken from Misbah 2: 648)

5. Special nights to visit Sayyid al-Shuhada Imam al-Husayn (a)
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Ibn Abi Nasr narrates that he asked Abul Hasan al-Rida (a): in which month should we visit [and perform the
ziyarah of] Imam al-Husayn (a)? He said in the middle of Rajab and in the middle of Sha‘ban.
(Hadith No.5; 40 Hadith on Rajab and Sha‘ban; Academy for Learning Islam; taken from Misbah 2:807)

6. Rajab is a stream in Paradise
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Imam Musa b. Ja‘far (al-Kazim) (a) said: Rajab is [the name of] a stream in Paradise, which is whiter than milk
and sweeter than honey. Whoever fasts one day in Rajab, Allah — the Mighty and Sublime, will make him drink
from that stream. (Hadith No.6; 40 Hadith on Rajab and Sha‘ban; Academy for Learning Islam; taken from Man
La Yabdburub al-Fagih 2:92)

7. Rajab is also the month of Amirul Mu’'minin Ali b. Abi Talib (a)
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It has been narrated from Amirul Mu’minin (Ali ibn Abi Talib) (a) that he used to fast in it and say: Rajab is my
month, Sha‘ban is the month of the Messenger of Allah (s) and the month of Ramadan is Allah’s month. (Hadith
No.7; 40 Hadith on Rajab and Sha‘ban; Academy for Learning Islam; taken from Wasa’il H. 13894)
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8. Rajab al-Asamm
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Abu Sa‘ld al-Khudhrt reports that he heard the Messenger of Allah (s) saying: Behold,

Rajab - the ‘silent,” is the month of Allah, and it is a great month. It has been named as a/~Asanm only because
no other month can be compared with it in sanctity and merits with Allah. The people of the Age of
Ignorance (jahilliyya) (also) used to revere it during their ignorance. When Islam came, it increased it in
greatness and excellence. (Hadith No.8; 40 Hadith on Rajab and Sha‘ban; Academy for Learning Islam; taken
trom Wasa'i/ H. 13887)

9. Rajab is a Rope that Connects Allah with His servants
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The Holy Prophet(s) said: Allah has appointed an angel in the seventh heaven, who is known as a/-Da%. When
the month of Rajab enters, that angel announces every night of the month till daybreak: blessings be on those
who remember Allah; blessings be on those who are the obedient! And Allah, the Exalted, says: I am in the
company of the one who sits in My presence, I respond to the one who obeys Me and forgive the one who
seeks My forgiveness. This month is My month, and the servant is My servant, and the mercy is My mercy. So
whoever calls upon Me in this month, I will answer him; whoever asks Me, I will give him; whoever seeks My
guidance, I will guide him. And I have made this month a rope between Myself and My servants. So whoever
holds on to it will reach Me. (Hadith No.9; 40 Hadith on Rajab and Sha‘ban; Academy for Learning Islam; Bihar
95:377)
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10. Prophetic Supplication at Sighting the Crescent of Rajab
& S w2y ol 23 Gl T 2l ok SSET (o) A Jsts B sy

a5 B S
At the sighting of the crescent of Rajab, the Messenger of Allah (s) used to say:
Allahumma abillabn ‘alaynd bil-amni wal-imani wassalamati wal-islan, Rabbi warabbukallabn ‘azza wajall.
O Allah! Let the new moon come to us with safety and faith, peace and submission. [O new moon!] My Lord
and your Lord is Allah, the Mighty and Sublime. (Hadith No.10; 40 Hadith on Rajab and Sha‘ban; Academy for
Learning Islam; taken from A/ Amali of Trisi 495)

11. Recite al-Fatiha seven times when sighting the crescent of Rajab
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The Prophet (s) has said, it is recommended (mustabab) to recite Surat al-Fatiha seven times upon seeing the
crescent [of Rajab.] Whosoever recites it at the sighting of the crescent, Allah will protect him from the

inflammation of the eyes in that month. (Hadith No.11; 40 Hadith on Rajab and Sha‘ban; Academy for Learning
Islam; taken from Bihar 95:376)

12. Ghusl on three nights of Rajab
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The Holy Prophet (s) said: Whoever witnesses the month of Rajab and performs ghus/ (major ablution) on the
1st, 15t and the last night of the month, he will exit from his sins, the way he was on the day his mother gave
birth to him. (Hadith No.12; 40 Hadjith on Rajab and Sha‘ban; Academy for Learning Islam; taken from Wasa'i/
H. 3803)

13. Ziyarah of Imam al-Husayn (a) on the first night of Rajab
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Imam Ja‘far al-Sadiq (a) said: Whoever performs zzyarah of Imam Husayn b. ‘Ali (a) on the first day of Rajab,
Allah will definitely forgive him.

(Hadith No.13; 40 Hadith on Rajab and Sha‘ban; Academy for Learning Islam; from Tahdhib 6:48)
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14. Rewards of fasting in Rajab
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Imam Mausa b. Ja‘far (a) said: . . . Whosoever observes a fast in Rajab, is distanced from the Fire (of the Hell) a
distance of one year; and whoever fasts three days [in Rajab], Paradise is made obligatory on him.

(Hadith No.14; 40 Hadith on Rajab and Sha‘ban; Academy for Learning Islam; taken from Wasa'z/ H. 13882).

15. Fasting different days in Rajab
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Imam °Ali al-Rida (a) said: Whoever fasts on the first day of Rajab, desiring reward from Allah — the Mighty and
Sublime, Paradise becomes obligatory on him. Whoever fasts a day in the middle of Rajab will be granted
intercession even in matters like [those of] the tribes of Rabi‘ah and Mudhar; and whoever fasts a day in the last
part of Rajab, Allah — the Mighty and Sublime, makes him amongst the owners of Paradise and grants
intercession for his father, mother, son, daughter, brother, sister, uncle, aunt, acquaintance and neighbor — even
if among them are those deserving the Hellfire. (Hadith No.15; 40 Hadith on Rajab and Sha‘ban; Academy for
Learning Islam; taken from A/~Amali of Sadiig 10;)

16. Do not miss fasting on 27 Rajab
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It has been reported by Qasim b. Yahya from his grandfather al-Hasan b. Rashid, “Imam Ja‘far b. Muhammad (a) said:
do not abandon the fasting of the 27" Day of Rajab, for it is the day on which the prophethood was bestowed upon
Muhammad 1; and its reward is equivalent to [fasting fot] sixty months for you.” (Hadith No.16; 40 Hadith on Rajab
and Sha‘ban; Academy for Learning Islam; taken from A/Fagih 2:90; Wasa’i/ H. 13808).
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In another Hadith it has been mentioned:
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Al-Rayyan b. al-Salt narrates that when Imam Abu Ja‘far II (al-Jawad) (a) was in Baghdad, he fasted in the middle

of Rajab and on the 27t Day of Rajab, and so did his entire clan of [Bani] Hashim. (Hadith No.16; 40 Hadith
on Rajab and Sha‘ban; Academy for Learning Islam; taken from Misbah 2:814; 1gbal 676; Wasa'il H. 10190)

17. Significant reward of fasting in the last days of Rajab
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Ibn Babwayh narrates from an authentic report from Salim, who said:

I visited Imam Ja‘far al-Sadiq (a) in the month of Rajab while there still remained a few days for the month to
end. On seeing me, he said, ‘Salim, have you fasted at all during this month?’

I said, ‘No, by Allah, O son of the Messenger of Allah.’

He said to me, ‘you have missed a reward whose full extent is known to none except Allah, the Almighty and
Sublime. Allah has preferred this month and has magnified its sanctity, taking it upon Himself to honour those
who fast it.”

I said to him, ‘O son of the Messenger of Allah, if I were to fast part of the remaining days of this month, will
I attain some of the reward of those who have fasted in it?’

He said, ‘Salim, whoever fasts a single day of the latter part of Rajab, it will save him from the severity of the
throes of death, and it will be safety for him from the horrors that appear after death and from the torments of
the grave. Whoever fasts two days of the latter part of this month, he will cross over the siraz (the bridge over
hell) with ease. And whoever fasts three days of the latter part of this month will be secure from the terrors and
calamities of the Day of the Great Fear and will be granted immunity from hell.”  (Hadith No.16; 40 Hadith on
Rajab and Sha‘ban; Academy for Learning Islam; taken from ALAmali of Sadig 15; Wasa'il H. 13886)
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18. Fasting the entire Rajab results in Divine Pleasure
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Abu ‘Abdillah Imam al-Sadiq (a) narrate: ““The Messenger of Allah 1 said: whoever fasts three days in Rajab,
Allah will write for every fast [the reward] of fasting the entire year; and whoever fasts seven days in it, seven
doors of the Hell are closed for him; and whoever fasts eight days in it, [all] the eight gates of Paradise are let
open for him; and whoever fasts fifteen days [in Rajab], Allah will ease for him the accounting [on the Day of
Resurrection], and whoever fasts all its days, Allah will write for him His pleasure (7zdwan) and for whoever Allah
prescribes His pleasure, He will never punish him. (Hadith No.17; 40 Hadith on Rajab and Sha‘ban; Academy for
Learning Islam; taken from Misbah 2:797; 1qbal 635)

In another Hadith we read:
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Salman al-Farsi narrates on the authority of the Messenger of Allah (s): Whoever fasts the entire month of
Rajab, Allah will save him from the Fire [of Hell] and make Paradise obligatory on him. (Hadith No.17; 40
Hadith on Rajab and Sha‘ban; Academy for Learning Islam;Wasa'i, H. 13897).

19. Those who cannot fast in Rajab

In a lengthy Hadith attributed to the Holy Prophet 1 wherein he mentioned rewards of fasting each and every
day in Rajab:
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It was said to (the Holy Prophet):

What should a person do if he cannot fast on account of being weak, or due to other reasons, or a woman who
is not clean [because of to her menses]? Can they achieve what you have described [of great rewards of fasting]?

He 1 said, ‘Let them give in charity a loaf of bread to the needy for every fast. By the One in Whose control is
my soul, if they offer this sadagah they would get what I had described [of rewards] and more.

Surely, if all the the creatures in the heavens and earth were to come together, they would not be able to count
one tenth of the total merits and ranks earned [for this] in the heavens.’

He was asked, “O Messenger of Allah (s), if a person cannot afford to give this sadagah, what should he do?”

He said: “Then let him glorify Allah — the Mighty and Sublime, everyday till the completion of 30 days, with the
tollowing zasbih one hundred times:

Subbana la-ilabal-jalil, subbana man la yambaghiya-tasbih illa labu, subbanal-a‘azzil-akram, subbana man labisal-i3za, wa
huwa labu abl.

Glory be to Allah, the Sublime. Glory be to One who alone deserves glorification. Glory be to the Honorable,
the Generous. Glory be to One who has worn the robe of honor, and He is worthy of it.” (Hadith No. 19; 40
Hadith on Rajab and Sha‘ban; Academy for Learning Islam; taken from Al-Amali of Sadng 539; Wasa'il H. 13905).

20. Daily Salat for Rajab
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The Messenger of Allah 1 said: whoever prays [a total of] 60 raka‘at in Rajab, two raka‘at every night [as
prescribed below], Allah will respond to his supplication and will grant him the reward of sixty Hajj and sixty
‘umrahs.
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[The prayer to be said as follows]: In every rak‘ah, say after al-Fatiha [Surat] Qw/ ya ayynbal-kafirin thrice, and
[Surat] Qul huwallahn Abad once. After the completion of the prayers, raise your hands and say:

La ilaha illallah wabdabn la sharika lab, labul-mulfn walabul-Hamd, yubyi wayumit, wahuwa Hayyun la yamit, biyadibil-
khayr wa buwa ‘ala kulli shay’in gadir, wa ilaybil-masir. Wala hawla wala quwwata illa billahil-‘aliyyil-azim. Allahumma
swalli ‘ala Mubammadin wa ali Mubammadin-nabiyyil-amini wa-alibi.

There is no god but Allah — the absolute One without a partner. For Him is the praise. He gives life and causes
death; He is [always] living, never dies. In His hand is the good, and He has power over everything. To Him is
the way. There is no power or strength, except with Allah- the Sublime, the Great. O Allah! Bless Muhammad
and the family of Muhammad- the trustworthy Prophet, and his progeny.

Thereafter wipe your face with your hands. (Hadith No. 20; 40 Hadith on Rajab and Sha‘ban; Academy for

Learning Islam; taken from Igbal 630; Wasail H. 10160)

21. Simple prayer for Rajab
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From Salman: “The Messenger of Allah (s) said: Whoever recites 10 raka‘at [i.e. 5 prayers of 2 raka‘at each] in
the nights of Rajab, reciting the Opening (surah) of the Book, and (surah) Qi ya ayyuba al-Kafirin once and
(surah) Qul huwallahn abad thrice, Allah will forgive all the sins he has committed, and for every Rak‘ah Allah
will write for him worship of 60 years, and for every surah [recited] Allah will give him a palace of pearl in
paradise. . .” (Hadith No. 21; 40 Hadith on Rajab and Sha‘ban; Academy for Learning Islam; taken from Igbal 630;
Wasa’t/ H. 10161)

22. Reciting al-Ikhlas in prayer
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The Holy Prophet 1 said: Whoever recites in any one night of Rajab one hundred times [Surat] Qu/ huwallahu abad
in a two raka‘at prayer, it would be as if he has fasted for a hundred years in the way of Allah, and Allah will grant
him one hundred palaces in Paradise, each of which would be in the neighborhood of one of the Prophets (a).
(Hadith No. 22; 40 Hadith on Rajab and Sha‘ban; Academy for Learning Islam; taken from Igbal 630; Wasa'i/ H.
10162)




Academy for Learing Islam (A.L.1.) 14 Forty Hadiths on Rajab and Sha’ban

23. Astounding reward of saying la ilaha illahlah in Rajab
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He (i.e. the Holy Prophet (s)) said: One who says in it (i.e. in Rajab) one thousand times /i iiba illablah (i.e. there
is no god but Allah), Allah will write for him one hundred thousand good deeds and make for him one hundred
cities in Paradise (Hadith No. 23; 40 Hadith on Rajab and Sha‘ban; Academy for Learning Islam; taken from Igbail
648; Wasa’il H. 13908).

24. How to do Istighfar in Rajab?
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The Holy Prophet (s) said:
‘Whoever says in Rajab, one hundred times:

Astaghfirnllahal-ladhi la ilaba illa huwa wabdabu la sharika lahn wa atinbu ilayh

I plead for forgiveness from Allah, besides Whom there is no god other than Him. He is alone without
any associate and I turn to Him in repentance

Followed by offering charity (sadagah), Allah will reward him with mercy and forgiveness. And whoever recites
it (i.e. the above #s#ighfar) four hundred times, Allah will write for him the reward of a hundred martyrs. And
when He meets Allah on the Day of Resurrection, He will tell him, ‘you have indeed settled in My kingdom, so
ask for whatever you wish for none has authority besides Me.” (Hadith No. 24; 40 Hadith on Rajab and Sha‘ban;
Academy for Learning Islam; taken from Igbal 648; Wasa'i/ H. 13907)

25. Reward of Good deeds increased manifold in Rajab
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Imam Abu ‘l-Hasan Musa b. Ja‘far (a): Rajab is a great month wherein Allah multiplies [the reward] of good
deeds and erases the evil deeds... (Hadith No. 25; 40 Hadith on Rajab and Sha‘ban; Academy for Learning Islam;
taken from A/-Fagih 2:92; Igbal 634)
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26. The ‘Umrah of Raiab is the best
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From Mu‘awiyah b. “Ammar on the authority of Abu ‘Abdillah (al-Sadiq) A: A pilgrim can perform ‘Umrah! in
any month during the year, [but] the best ‘Umrah is the ‘Umrah of Rajab. (Hadith No. 26; 40 Hadith on Rajab
and Sha‘ban; Academy for Learning Islam; taken from A/-Kafz 4:536; Wasa’il H. 19258)

In another Hadith al-Sadiq was asked:
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Which ‘Umrah is better: The ‘Umrah of Rajab or the ‘Umrah in the month of Ramadan? So, he said, ‘No, rather
the ‘Umrah of Rajab is better.” (Hadith No. 26; 40 Hadith on Rajab and Sha‘ban; Academy for Learning Islam;
taken from A/-Fagih 2: 453; Wasa'il H. 19248)

27.Dhikr during ‘Umrah
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Imam Ali b. al-Husayn (a) (once) performed the ‘Umrah in Rajab. He would pray night and day beside the
Ka‘bah, and be in prostration during the night and the day. He was heard saying the following dhzkr in |[his]
prostration:
Adumadh-dhanbn min ‘abdika Falyahsunil-‘afivn min ‘indika.
Your servant’s sin is enormous, So it will be gracious of You to pardon [him].

(Hadith No. 27; 40 Hadith on Rajab and Sha‘ban; Academy for Learning Islam; taken from Mizsbah 2: 801)

28. Great Merits of Sha‘ban
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From Sa‘id b. Jubayr, from Ibn ‘Abbas who reported that people mentioned about the merits of Sha‘ban in the
presence of the Messenger of Allah (s), so he said: it is a distinguished month and it is my month, the carriers
of ‘arsh (Divine Throne) sanctify it and know its right, and it is the month in which sustenance is increased for
the believers. [Sha‘ban] is the month of performing deeds, the good is multiplied seventy times and the evil is
diminished, the sins are forgiven, the good deeds are accepted. [In this month] the Omnipotent (God) -the
Exalted (and) the Majestic, takes pride in it at His servants, and looks at those who frequently fast in it and those
who frequently pray in it, and boasts about them to the carriers of ‘arsh. (Hadith No. 28; 40 Hadith on Rajab and
Sha‘ban; Academy for Learning Islam; taken from Igbal 684; Wasail H. 13952)

29. Istighfar during Sha‘ban
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‘Ali b. al-Hasan b. “Ali b. Faddal narrated from his father, who said: I heard ‘Ali b. Masa al-Rida A saying,
“whoever seeks forgiveness from Allah — the Blessed and Exalted, in Sha‘ban seventy times, Allah will forgive
his sins even if they were equal to the number of stars.” (Hadith No. 29; 40 Hadith on Rajab and Sha ‘ban; Academy
tor Learning Islam; taken from A/~Amali of Sadiig 17; Bihar 94:90)

In another Hadith, Ibrahim b. Maymun asked Imam al-Rida (a):
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What is the best supphcatlon in this month? So he (the Imam) replied: ‘doing zxz‘zg/ofm; surely whoever does
istighfar seventy times in Sha‘ban, is like one who does istighfar seventy thousand times in other months.” I
asked him: How should I say it? He said, ‘(simply) say: astaghfirullah wa as’alubut tawbah -1 plead Allah for
forgiveness and I beceech repentance from Him.” (Hadith No. 29; 40 Hadith on Rajab and Sha‘ban; Academy for
Learning Islam; taken from Bihar 94:91; Wasa'il H. 13982)

Another version of doing istighfar is:
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Muhammad b Aba Hamza reports that Abu ‘Abdillah (Imam al-Sadiq) (a) said: Whoever says everyday in
Sha‘ban 70 times:

Astaghfirnllahalladhi la ilaba illa huwar-rabmanur-rabim al-hayyul qayyinm, wa-atibu ilaybi

I seek forgiveness from Allah, besides Whom there is no god, the All-beneficent, the All-merciful, the Living
One, the All-sustainer, and I turn to him penitently!

[his name] is inscribed in the Manifest Horizon (al-ufiig al-mubin).? 1 asked, ‘what is al-ufiiq al-mubin? He (a) said:
it is a place in front of the Throne (of Allah) in which rivers flow [and] in which there will be as many of the
two [types of]| goblets [made of gold and silver| as the number of stars in the sky. (Hadith No. 29; 40 Hadith on
Rajab and Sha‘ban; Academy for Learning Islam; taken from Thawab 165; Misbah 2:829; Wasa't/ H 13980)

30. Giving sadaqah in Sha‘ban
(5) &2 .u; G oas e 6T S 6 B S 3 sgs ) 99@2 ANV

“ 4%

“”6\,@ LAAM\J}I:J/&S\JAJQLUCOLM(yQ&M\ Ju-"‘-*‘-")(’}"au&
Sy 3’3 all: 06 05 A U oadl U 0 0525 5 6 1088 g T U8 et o
Sl 355wl s ol Bs Al 80T 3 S WS i GG Blas 33 B B3 3

From Sa‘ad bin Abdullah from Dawud bin Kathir al-Raqql. He said: ‘I asked Abu Abdillah, Ja‘far bin
Muhammad al-Sadiq (a) about fasting in Rajab. He said, “what is your position with regards to fasting in
Sha‘ban?” I said to him, ‘O son of the Messenger of Allah, what is the reward of fasting a day in Sha‘ban?’ He
said, “Paradise, by Allah.” Then I said, ‘O son of the Messenger of Allah, what is the best [deed] to perform in
1t?” He said, giving sadagah (charity) and doing zstighfar (seeking forgiveness); for whoever gives charity in the
month of Sha‘ban, Allah will nurture it the way one of you nurtures his baby camel, until he will meet it on the
Day of Resurrection while it is like (the mountain of) Uhud. (Hadith No. 30; 40 Hadith on Rajab and Sha‘ban;
Academy for Learning Islam; taken from Igbal 685; Wasa'i/ H. 13983)

31. Rewards of fasting in Sha‘ban
The Holy Prophet (s) said:
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Sha‘ban is my month; whosoever fasts a day from my month, Paradise becomes obligatory for hlrn. And one
who fasts two days from it, he will be (in the company) of the Prophets and the Truthful on the Day of
Resurrection. And one who fasts the entire month, joining it with Ramadan, then it would be repentance against

2 Cf. Holy Quran verse 81:23




Academy for Learing Islam (A.L.1.) 18 Forty Hadiths on Rajab and Sha’ban

all major and minor sins, even if he was involved in wrongful killing; the fast will benefit him. (Hadith No. 31;
40 Hadith on Rajab and Sha‘ban; Academy for Learning Islam; taken from Zadul Ma‘ad 45)

Imam al-Sadiq (a) when emunerating the benefits of fasting in Sha‘ban said:
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Even if a person who has unlawful blood on his hands it would benefit him and will be forgiven [of his

crime|. (Hadith No. 31; 40 Hadith on Rajab and Sha‘ban; Academy for Learning Islam; taken from Thawab 59;
Wasa'il H.13954)

32. Benefits of fasting in Sha‘ban
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Imam Ja‘far al-Sadiq said: Fasting of Sha‘ban is a treasure stored for a servant on the Day of Resurrection. There
is no servant who fasts a lot in Sha‘ban except that Allah improves his livelihood and protects him from the
mischief of his enemy. The minimum what a person gets from fasting a day in Sha‘ban is Paradise. (Hadith No.
32; 40 Hadith on Rajab and Sha‘ban; Academy for Learning Islam; taken from Igbal 684)
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In another Hadith the Prophet (s) said:
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Whoever fasts four days in Sha‘ban, Allah will expand for him his sustenance. (Hadith No. 32; 40 Hadith on
Rajab and Sha‘ban; Academy for Learning Islam; taken from Igbal 690)

33. Fasting on the 1st Sha‘ban
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Abu ‘Abdillah (Imam al-Sadiq) said: whoever fasts on the first day of Sha‘ban, paradise will surely become
obligatory on him. One who fasts two days from it, Allah will look at him [with mercy] everyday and night in
this world, and this (Divine) look will continue in the Paradise. And one who fasts three days [in Sha‘ban], he
will be able to visit Allah — the Mighty and Majestic, at His Throne in the Paradise everyday. (A/-Faqib, 2:92;
Thawab 59; 1qbal 685).
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34. Fasting on Thursdays in Sha‘ban
o Sl 255 4Ty ol W uxp A J}:;; JG cfws e g_,JUa ds P

From our master ‘Ali bin Abi Talib: The Messenger of Allah 1 said, “The heavens are adorned on every
Thursday in Sha‘ban, and the angels say: Our Lord, forgive those who fast in it, and answer their prayers.”
(Hadith No. 34; 40 Hadith on Rajab and Sha‘ban; Academy for Learning Islam; taken from Igbal 688; Wasa'il H.
10177)

35. Reasons for fasting in Sha‘ban
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Abi ‘Abdillah (al-Sadiq) A said that I heard my father saying: When Sha‘ban arrived, my father Zayn al-‘Abidin
A used to gather his companions and say, ‘O my companions! Do you realize which month this is? This is the

month of Sha‘ban, and the Messenger of Allah 1 used to say: Sha‘ban is my month, so fast in this month as a
sign of love for your Prophet and to get closer to your Lord; by the One in whose hand is the life of Ali b. al-

Husayn A that my father al-Husayn b. Ali awsaid that he heard Amirul Mu’minin A saying: One who fasts in

Sha‘ban out of love for the Messenger of Allah 1 and to get closer to Allah — the Mighty and Sublime, Allah
loves him and showers His generosity upon him on the Day of Resurrection and makes Paradise obligatory for
him. (Hadith No. 35; 40 Hadith on Rajab and Sha‘ban; Academy for Learning Islam; taken from Bihar 94: 82; Zadul
Ma'id 45)

36. Follow the Holy Prophet 1 in fasting during Sha‘ban
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Safwan al-Jammal narrates that: “Imam al-Sadiq A asked me to encourage others regarding fasting in Sha‘ban.
So I said, ‘May I be sacrificed for you, do you see any [benefit] in it?’

He said, “Yes, when the Messenger of Allah saw the crescent of Sha‘ban, he would ask a person to announce in
Madina: O People of Yathrib, I am Allah’s Messenger to you and Sha‘ban is my month. May Allah have mercy
on the one who helps me regarding my month!’

Then (Abu ‘Abdillah) said, ‘“Amirul Mu’minin (a) used to say: Ever since I heard the announcer of the Prophet,
I have never missed fasting in Sha‘ban and Insha’ Allah 1 will never miss the fast of Sha‘ban all my life.’

Then the Imam (a) used to say that, ‘Fasting two consecutive months is a means of seeking repentance (fawbab)
trom Allah.”” (Hadith No. 36; 40 Hadith on Rajab and Sha‘ban; Academy for Learning Islam; taken from Misbah
2: 825; Igbal 683; Wasa'il H. 13970)

37. Fasting on the last three days of Sha‘ban
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Imam al-Sadiq said: “Whoever fasts the last three days of Sha‘ban and joins it to the month of Ramadan, Allah
will write for him [the reward of] two consecutive months. (Hadith No. 37; 40 Hadith on Rajab and Sha‘ban,
Academy for Learning Islam; taken from A/Fagih 2:94; 1qbal 723)

38. Prayer for Thursdays in Sha‘ban
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From our master Ali b. Abi Talib : The Messenger of Allah (s) said: Heavens are adorned every Thursday in
(the month of) Sha‘ban . .. Whoever performs two raka‘at prayers, reciting in every rak‘ah the opening chapter
of the Book (i.e. Suratul Hamd) followed by one hundred times (sarah of) Qu/ huwallahn ahad, and after the
prayers says one hundred times sa/awat on the Holy Prophet, Allah will fuflill his all needs (baja?) in the affair of
his religion and world. (Hadith No. 38; 40 Hadith on Rajab and Sha‘ban; Academy for Learning Islam; taken from
Iqbal 688; Wasa'il H.10177)
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39. The Ahlul Bayt (a)and the 15t Night of Sha‘ban
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Ja‘far bin Muhammad al-Sadiq said: “Al-Baqir A was asked about the greatness of the night of 15t of Sha’ban.
He replied, “It is the best night after Laylatul Qadr. In it Allah grants the servants with His Grace, and forgives
them through His favor. So strive to achieve closeness to Allah in it, for it is the night in which Allah, the Mighty
and Sublime, has obligated on Himself not to turn away a beseecher so long as he does not ask for anything
sinful. It is a night which Allah has made [it a blessing] for us the Ahlul Bayt I' just as He made Laylatul Qadr
tor our Prophet, blessing of Allah be on him and his family. So strive in it with supplications and praise of Allah,
the Exalted...” (Hadith No. 39; 40 Hadith on Rajab and Sha‘ban; Academy for Learning Islam; taken from Misbah
2:831; Igbal 695; Wasail H. 10183)

40. Ziyarat of Imam al-Husayn A on the 15%* Night of Sha‘ban
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Abu Hamza al-Thumali has narrated: I heard ‘Ali bin al-Husayn (a) say, “Whoever wishes to shake hands with
one hundred and twenty four thousand Prophets, then let him visit al-Husayn A on the 15% Night of Sha‘ban.
Surely the angels and the souls of the Prophets seek permission of Allah to visit him [on this night]|, and they
are granted the permission. Fortunate is he who shakes hands with them, and they shake hands with him. From
them are the five Ulul ‘Azm Prophets: Nih, Ibrahim, Misa, ‘Isa, and Muhammad, blessings of Allah be on him
and on all of them.” I asked: why have they been named Ulul ‘Azm? He replied, “because they were sent to
[inhabitants of] the East and the West of the (earth) and to the Jinn and the humans.” (Hadith No. 40; 40 Hadith
on Rajab and Sha‘ban; Academy for Learning Islam; taken from Igbal 710; Bihar 11:58)




