ALl 532: God
Consciousness
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Reminder when Parficipating in the
Chat

o 1) Do not write any personal information in the chat
box (involving your email address and phone

number).

o 2) Do not make fun of the responses of other
stfudents (show respect to everyone).

o 3) Once the class has begun all discussions should
relate only to the class (no private conversations
with others).
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Reflecting on the Holy Qur'an

o BWilg uo )Ulgu@wI Jal> aill o9
pSlslis ASiiwl - | i
Wamin ayatihi khalgus-samawati wal-ardhi
wakhtilafu alsinatikum wa-alwanikum
Among His signs is the creation of the heavens
and the earth and the difference of your
languages and colors.

(SUrat al-Rum, No 30, Ayat 22)

o
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Thinking Time

o What is one fact that you know about

Nahjul Balagha®

o (write your answer in the chat box)

www.academyofislam.com




Overview of Nahjul Balaghao

o A collection of sermons, letters and
sayings of Imam Ali (a) dealing with NS
different religious topics as well as how to
be pious and prepare for the Hereafter

o Sharif ar-Radhi compiled the words of
Imam Ali (a) into a book called Nahjul
Balagha- the Peak of Eloquence g

www.academyofislam.com




We are Going on a Special
Mission

o Mission: To reach high levels of God
consciousness in our lives to allow our faith to l
soar to high levels

o First we will learn about Allah SWT and the
abilities that He has blessed us with

o Followed by understanding tagwa and how
we can use the knowledge to strengthen our
relationship with Allah
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Intfro to the Khutbah

o Looking at excerpt from Nahjul Balagha
khutbah 83

o Known as khatbatul gharra

o Gharra means brilliant so it literally means
the brilliant khutbah

o Syed Radhi says said people began to

fremble and were crying when Imam __A_
gave this khutbah N
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Exploring The Beautiful

Khutbah &
K.

o Praise be to Allah who is High above all else, l
and is Near (the creation) through His bounty.
He is the Giver of all reward and excellence,
and can remove all calamities and hardships.
| praise Him for His continuous mercy and His
many bounties.

o What are some qualities of Allah that are
described in this khutbah?
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Understanding the High Status
of Allah SWT

o Story: Is there a God?¢
o Source: Bilal's Bedtime Stories
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Examining the First Part of the
Khutlbah

o | believe in Him as He is the First of all...l seek
guidance from Him as He is Near and is the Guide.
| seek His help as He is Mighty and can overcome
all forces. | depend upon Him as He is Sufficer and
Supporter. And | stand witness that Muhammad
(blessing of Allah be on him and his progeny) is His
slave and His Prophet.

o What are some ways you seek help and guidance
from Allah SWT ¢
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Going Back in Time j

o In the khutbah the Imam says:

o ...suckling infant, then child and then fully I
grown up young man. Then He gave him
heart with memory, tongue to talk and eye fo
see with, in order that he may take lesson
(from whatever is around him) and
understand it and follow the admonition and
abstain from evil.

o What are some of the blessings that Allah
blessed you with when you were borne
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Analyzing a Part of the e
Khutbah 0%
n

o He has made for you ears to preserve what is
important, eyes to have sight in place of blindness ' §
and limbs which consist of many (smaller) parts,
whose curves are in proportion with the moulding
of their shapes and lengths of their ages, and also
bodies that are sustaining themselves and hearts
that are busy in search of their food, besides other
big bounties, obliging bestowings and fortresses of
safety.

What body parts are described in this part of the
Khutbahe
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Utilizing the Blessings that Allah
SWT gave us to do Positive
Things

o Example: Utilizing our heart to love others
for the sake of the command of God

o Story: How can you have two loves in your
heart

o Source: Bilal's Bedtime Stories
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Thinking Time

o Imam Ali (AS) said, The greatest wisdom is
for the human being to know himself and
to remain within his limits. Ghurar al-
Hikamhadith #2272

o What is one strength that Allah has

blessed you withe %

www.academyofislam.com




Reflecting on Our Creation

o p3I s Lo)S Aady _
Walagad karramna bani Adam }

Surely We have honored the children of
Adam ) o
(SUratul Isra’, No.17, Ayat 70)

o Our high status is due to having the spirit of
Allah in us, being the representatives of Allah

on the Earth, having intelligence and the
potential for greatness
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Optional Activity: Positive
Affirmation Bookmark

o If you would like an opportunity for your
bookmark to be shown in the next class
please email a picture of your completed
bookmark by Thursday to:
fatima.siddiga@hotmail.com
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Our Activities

Onsite and Online Courses | Weekly Quran Reflections | Publica
Retreats and Camps | Resourceful Website
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