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 ُسوُل يَاَرب   َو قَاَل الرَّ ذُواْ َهذَا اْلقُْرَءاَن َمْهجُ  اإِنَّ قَْوِمى اتخَّ ورا

Mahjoor: Something that one is distanced from with 
his body, tongue, soul, and/or heart

 → Necessity of having proximity with the Qur’an

 Imam Ridha (a): The people have been commanded to 
read the Qur’an in their prayers such that the Qur’an 
does not become mahjoor and lost



 Surah Yunus (10):57

دُوِر وَ يا أَيَُّها النَّاُس قَْد جاَءتُْكْم َمْوِعَظةٌ ِمْن َرب ِ »  ُهدىا َو ُكْم َو ِشفاٌء ِلما فِي الصُّ

«َرْحَمةٌ ِلْلُمْؤِمنينَ 

O mankind! There has certainly come to you an advice 
from your Lord, and a cure for what is in the breasts, 
and a guidance and mercy for the faithful.

Allamah Tabatabai: This verse is a comprehensive 
explanation of all the good and pure effects of the 
qur’an that are inscribed in the souls of believers. 



…There has certainly come to you an advice from your 
Lord…

 Maw`idhah: Advice that hits the heart

 Tangible effects of this stage:
 Feeling awakened from a slumber of heedlessness

 Feeling prohibited from evil intentions and deeds

 Feeling encouraged towards goodness and good deeds



Imam Ali (a): No one gives spiritual advice like the 
Qur’an, for indeed it is the firm rope of Allah and his 
trustworthy cause and in it is the springtime of the 
hearts and fountains of knowledge. There is nothing 
that polishes the heart like it. (Nahj, Kh. 176)

Imam Sadiq (a): (One who observes the proper etiquette 
of recitation) will find the sweetness of the speech of 
Allah, the exalted, with his servants. (Misbah al-
Shari`ah)



…an advice from your Lord, and a cure for what is in 
the chests…

 Chest: Symbol for the repository of thoughts and traits

 Curing what is in the chest: Removing impure 
thoughts and qualities such as hypocrisy, waswasah, 
pride, miserliness, hopelessness, etc.

 Imam al-Kadhim (a): Whoever suffices with a verse 
from the Qur’an, from the East to the West he will be 
sufficed (protected) if it is on the basis of certainty. 



…and a cure for what is in the breasts, and a guidance…

 Prophet (s): The Qur’an is the guide that guides to the best 
of paths (al-Kafi, v. 2 p. 599)

 Guidance to good knowledge, action, and traits. From one 
of the wives of the Prophet (s): His akhlaaq was the Qur’an. 

 Imam al-Kadhim (a): If everyone from the east and west 
were to perish, I would not fear loneliness were the Qur’an 
with me. (al-Kafi)

 Imam Sadiq (a): And among them are those who recite the 
Qur’an to take benefit from it in their prayer, night, and 
day. (al-Kafi)



…and a guidance and mercy for the faithful.

 Mercy of Allah (swt): General (for all) and specific (for 
the faithful)



 Don’t worry if you’re not there at the beginning

 Based on what we’ve learned, what do you think about 
the following story?

 If we’re just starting out shouldn’t expect to the get to 
the highest level right away and see those effects. Even 
getting to the first level and growing that relationship 
is a cause for thankfulness and du`a for even more 
tawfeeq. 





 The example of those who were charged with the 
Torah, then failed to carry it, is that of an donkey 
carrying books. Evil is the example of the people who 
deny Allah's signs (62:5)

 “Failed to carry it”: expression for not acting on the 
Torah’s dictates

 “Deny”: can deny through action, not just verbally

 Is a warning for Muslims as well



What is the 

difference between a 

human being who 

beholds this sign 

and an animal?

Denying the 
Signs of God



 Prophet (s): How many are they who recite the Qur’an 
while the Qur’an curses them!

 Qur’an: We send down in the Qur'an that which is a 
cure and mercy for the faithful; and it increases the 
wrongdoers only in loss. (17:82)



 General principle: As for those who are guided, He 
enhances their guidance, and invests them with their 
God wariness (47:17)

 “No one touches it except the pure ones” (56:79)

 What is the reason behind supplications of the Ahlul 
Bayt regarding the Qur’an?

 Practical implications?



 Involves more than just reading: listening, pondering, 
acting upon

 To the extent possible. One who has an excuse will be 
compensated. From 7th Imam (a): Whoever among our 
followers dies and does not know how to recite the 
Qur’an properly, he will be taught the Qur’an in his 
grave so that he can gain spiritual elevation through its 
means. (al-Kafi v. 2, p. 606)



 Prophet (s): O one who knows the Qur’an! By means 
of it, be humble so that Allah (swt) elevates you, and 
do not make it a means of seeking power and 
superiority  whereby Allah (swt) demeans you. (al-Kafi 
v. 2 p. 604)

 Why is there special emphasis in the ahadith about 
reading the Qur’an solely for Allah (swt) and not for 
the sake of others? 



 So I swear by the places of the stars! And indeed it is a great 
oath, should you know. This is indeed a noble Qur'an… 
(56:75-77)

 Imam Sadiq (a): On the Day of Judgment Allah (swt) will 
address the Qur’an, saying, “I will treat with nobility one 
who treated you with nobility and demean one who 
demeaned you.” (Al-Kafi v. 2 p. 602)

 Prophet (s): One who is given the Qur’an and imagines that 
someone has been given something better than what he’s 
been given, has magnified something Allah (swt) has 
belittled and belittled something Allah (swt) has 
magnified. 

 Practical implications?



 As part of a balanced schedule, time scheduled for 
listening to, reading, and pondering over the Qur’an is 
time that can’t be spent better any other way

 Need to ask ourselves: Is the Qur’an more dear to us or 
modern gadgets that capture our attention and free 
time? 



 Imam al-Sadiq (a): Allah has placed our wilayah – that 
of the Ahlul Bayt – as the central pivot of the Qur’an





Ways of Interacting with the Qur’an:

 Reading

 Listening

 Looking At the Text

 Memorization

 Pondering

Wish to examine the rules and etiquette for each of these 
means. 



 Adab = etiquette: The beauty and precision in which an act 
is performed

 Imam Ali (a): As for the Messenger of Allah (s), Allah (swt) 
instructed him in etiquette – and he (s) instructed me in 
etiquette, and I instruct the believers in their etiquette. 
(Bihar al-Anwar, v. 77, p. 267)

 Imam Khumayni regarding the importance of observing 
the etiquette of the Qur’an: 
What is sought after with the Qur’an is that it imprints itself 

into the hearts, that its commands and prohibitions take 
effect, and that its summons find ground. And this goal can 
not be attained unless the etiquette of recitation is observed. 
(40 Hadith)





Definitions



 Qirā’ah: Reading the Qur’an. Example:

ِمَن الُْقْرآ ن َ فَاْقَرُؤا ما تَيََّسر

 Tilāwah: Reading the Qur’an and Acting Upon it. For 
example:

َو َآْن َآتْلَُوا الُْقْرآ ن



 Tilāwah: Reading the Qur’an and Acting Upon it. 

 Tartīl: Reading the Qur’an in a way it is meant to be 
read including etiquette such as fully pronouncing the 
letters, pausing when appropriate, with a good voice, 
etc. 



Outward Etiquette



 Imam Sadiq (a): When sunset approaches, do dhikr of 
Allah (swt). (al-Kafi)

 Month of Ramadhan

 Thursday night / Friday day

 Or any time that is free

 Good to be consistent



 Obligatory for touching the script, optional but a 
condition for elevation for reading

 Not obligatory when touching screen

 For a woman in haydh,
 Mustahab for her to do wudhu and cleanse herself, face 

qiblah, perform dhikr, and recite Qur’an at prayer time



 Prophet (s): One who begins the Qur’an and 
completes it has with Allah (swt) a du`a with a 
guaranteed response 

 Wasail al-Shi`ah: Chapter on “Recommendation of 
completing the Qur’an once every month or seven days 
or five days or three days or night along with its tartil”



 Prophet (s): “Cleans the path of the Qur’an.” It was 
said: “O Messenger of Allah! What is the path of the 
Qur’an?” “Your mouths…by means of doing miswāk.”

 Can even be done by rubbing teeth / gums with finger



 Surah al-Nahl (16): 98

ِمَن ا ِ جيمفَإِذا قََرأَْت اْلقُْرآَن فَاْستَِعْذ بِاَّللَّ لشَّْيطاِن الرَّ

 When you recite the Qur'an, seek the protection of 
Allah against the outcast Satan.



 Necessary when beginning surahs (other than Surah 
al-Tawbah); in general it is good when reciting 
elsewhere

 Prophet (s): When beginning every affair – be it 
insignificant or important – say bismillah al-rahman 
al-rahim. (Tawhid al-Saduq)

 Effects of not saying it according to ahadith:
 Being afflicted with difficulties

 Shaytan partnering in this act

 Being abtar – not having a successful outcome



 “So recite as much of the Qur'an as is feasible” (73:20)

 8th Imam (a): Recite enough to attain a fearful and 
clear heart. (Tafsir Majma` al-Bayan)

 Prophet (s): Whosoever recites 10 verses at night will 
not be counted among the heedless (ghafileen)



 Choosing an appropriate place

 Pausing at the right places

 Not reciting too fast

 Reciting with a good voice

 Reading from the mashaf

 Positioning the body in a respectful manner

Also mentioned by some sources:

 Saying sadaqallah al-`aliyy al-`adheem

 Facing qiblah



Inner Etiquette



 Prophet (s) was asked, “Who is the one who has the 
best voice when reading the Qur’an?” He replied, “The 
one who, when you see him reciting, you see he has 
khashyah of Allah.”

 Khashyah: The reaction felt in the heart when 
perceiving greatness and majesty

 Prophet (s): The Qur’an was revealed with sadness so 
when reciting, be in a state of grieving and cry…And if 
you can’t cry, try to cry. 

 Highest level of khashyah:  Premature aging!



Indeed when the Flood rose high, We carried you in a 
floating ark, that We might make it [this story] a 
reminder for you, and that receptive ears might 
remember it. ( (69:11-12)

Story narrated by Mulla Ahmad Naraqi: This is the 
speech of my Lord. 



 Examples of Nabi Yusuf and Hadhrat Maryam (a)

 Not just verbal utterance. Example of taking shelter 
from enemy fire. 

 True istadha: Seeking refuge in the Master for the 
tawfeeq to remain in servitude to the Master



 Hafs regarding Imam al-Kadhim (a): When he would 
read Qur’an it would be as if he is speaking with 
someone. 

 Prophet (s): If one of you wishes to speak to His Lord, 
let him read Qur’an. 

 Allah (swt) in Hadith Qudsi to Nabi Musa (a): When 
you read the Torah, cause me to you hear you recite, 
with a sad voice. (al-Kafi, v. 2, p. 615)

 What does the Qaari say to Allah (swt)?



Results



 Prophet (s): If Qur’an is read in a home, work becomes 
easier for its inhabitants, its goodness is prolific, and 
they are at ease. And if it is not read, its inhabitants are 
constrained, its goodness is little, and its inhabitants 
are lacking. 



 Whoever reads the Qur’an in his youth and is a 
believer, the Qur’an becomes mixed with his flesh and 
blood , and Allah (swt) places him among his noble 
and pious envoys and the Qur’an is his refuge on the 
Day of Judgment. 



 …And there is a man who recites Qur’an, then applies 
the medicine of the Qur’an to the pain of his heart, 
and is awake with it at night, and with it goes thirsty in 
the daytime, and stands with it in his prayers, and 
stays away from his bed with it; then it is with them 
that Allah deflects balaa, and with them that He 
prevents the enemies, and it is by them that He the 
Mighty causes the rain to descend from the sky; and by 
Allah, among the reciters of the Qur’an these are more 
rare than red charcoal. 



Practical Suggestions



 Publishing pocket-size cards / apps with key verses of 
the Qur’an that can be used in Qunoot and at various 
times of day (like when going to sleep)

 The Qunoot verses can be classified according to 
different feelings someone may be experiencing (such 
as, Experiencing a Dead Heart? Want to Pray for 
Others? Remorseful over Past Sins?)





 Qur’anic Arabic is a subset of the entire Arabic 
language

 569 words make up 80% of Qur’anic Arabic

 Even in the early era of Islam not everyone knew the 
meaning of all the words in the Qur’an. Example: the 
word abban in 80:31 (which means pastures) 



 7:204: When the Qur'an is recited, listen to it and be 
silent, maybe you will receive [Allah's] mercy.

 Istimaa` = Listening = Hearing with purpose and 
intention

 Insaat = To be silent (Kitab al-`Ayn)



 Fuqahaa: Wajib to be quiet and ihityat wajib to listen 
to the qira’ah of the Imam in in Jama’ah (Fajr + 
Maghribayn)

 Hadith of Imam Sadiq (a): It is wajib to do insaat (be 
silent) in salat and outside of salat. When the Qur’an 
is recited in front of you, you ought to remain silent 
and listen. 
 “Wajib” in this hadith: Highly recommended and 

emphasized



 Special mercy:
 7:204: When the Qur'an is recited, listen to it and be 

silent, maybe you will receive [Allah's] mercy.

 Increased faith
 8:2: The faithful are only those…when His signs are 

recited to them, they increase their faith…
 “Faithful” are those who believe and act accordingly

 Spiritual rewards:
 Imam Sadiq (a): Whoever listens to even one letter of 

the Qur’an even though he does not read it, Allah (swt) 
will write one good reward for him and erase the effects 
of one evil deed and elevate him one degree. 



 Make use of modern technology to play recitations at 
home

 Important to preserve sanctity of Qur’an 
 Okay if occasionally interrupted by light conversation, 

taking a phone call, etc. Should not take Ihtiyaat to the 
extremes. 


