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ALI 096: Themes from Sura al-Jumuah
Session Five
Verses 5 - Questions for Tadabbur
1. What is the benefit of giving examples and similitudes in the Holy Qur’an?
2. What examples do you remember from the Qur’an? Give at least two (other than those
in this handout).
3. What is the link between this verse and the verses before it?
4. How is one who does not observe the Taurat similar to the donkey who carries a
burden? What are the similarities between the two? Would this example apply to the
people who have received other holy books?

Cross references from other verses
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And most certainly We gave Musa the Book and We sent apostles after him one after
another; and We gave Isa, the son of Mariam, clear arguments and strengthened him
with the holy spirit, What! whenever then an apostle came to you with that which
your souls did not desire, you were insolent so you called some liars and some you
slew. (2:87)
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Those whom We have given the Book recognize him as they recognize their sons, and a
party of them most surely conceal the truth while they know (it). (2:146)
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And when Isa son of Marium said: O children of Israel! surely I am the apostle of
Allah to you, verifying that which is before me of the Taurat and giving the good
news of an Apostle who will come after me, his name being Ahmad, but when he
came to them with clear arguments they said: This is clear magic. (61:6)
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Examples from the Holy Qur’an

1) The likeness of this world's life is only as water which We send down from the
cloud, then the herbage of the earth of which men and cattle eat grows luxuriantly
thereby, until when the earth puts on its golden raiment and it becomes garnished, and
its people think that they have power over it, Our command comes to it, by night or
by day, so We render it as reaped seed; produce, as though it had not been in
existence yesterday; thus do We make clear the communications for a people who
reflect.
(10:24)

2) And recite to them the narrative of him to whom We give Our communications,
but he withdraws himself from them, so the Shaitan overtakes him, so he is of those
who go astray. And if We had pleased, We would certainly have exalted him thereby;
but he clung to the earth and followed his low desire, so his parable is as the parable
of the dog; if you attack him he lolls out his tongue; and if you leave him alone he
lolls out his tongue; this is the parable of the people who reject Our communications;
therefore relate the narrative that they may reflect.
(7:175-176)

3) O you who believe! do not make your charity worthless by reproach and injury,
like him who spends his property to be seen of men and does not believe in Allah and
the last day; so his parable is as the parable of a smooth rock with earth upon it, then a
heavy rain falls upon it, so it leaves it bare; they shall not be able to gain anything of
what they have earned; and Allah does not guide the unbelieving people. And the
parable of those who spend their property to seek the pleasure of Allah and for the
certainty 'of their souls is as the parable of a garden on an elevated ground, upon
which heavy rain falls so it brings forth its fruit twofold but if heavy rain does not fall
upon it, then light rain (is sufficient); and Allah sees what you do.
(2:264-265)

4) O people! a parable is set forth, therefore listen to it: surely those whom you call
upon besides Allah cannot create fly, though they should all gather for it, and should
the fly snatch away anything from them, they could not take it back from i weak are
the invoker and the invoked. (22:73)
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Predictions about the Holy Prophet (s) in the Taurat
1) And He said, ‘O Moses, surely I will raise up for them a Prophet like you, from among
their brothers (that is, from among the children of Ishmael); I will put my Word in his
mouth, and he will tell them everything I command him. If anyone does not listen to my
words that the prophet speaks in my name, I Myself will call him to account.’
(Deuteronomy, 18:18-19)

2) And I will shake all nations, and the Himdah all the nations will come; and I will fill
this house with glory, says the Lord of hosts. Mine is the silver, mine is the gold, says the
Lord of hosts, the glory of my last house shall be greater than that of the first one, says
the Lord of hosts; and in this place I will give Shalom, says the Lord of hosts" (Haggai, ii.
7-9).

