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ALl 45%. Asceticism in Nahjul Balagha

Session Three

Quote for Reflection

The worth of anyone N Pursuit of an objective IS

lower than the objective itself

Agato”ah Mutahhari, Glimpses of Nahjul Balag}na
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Agenda

« Quran and hadith on the world
« Intoxication of AHluence
« Attachment to the world

= Relationslﬂip of the human being and the

world
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And set forth to them example of the life of this world:
like water which We send down from the cloud Then the
earth’s Vegetation ming es with it. Then it becomes dry

Pieces) scattered bg the wind. And Allah has power

over all things.

Sura Kalnc, no.18, verse 45
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Wealth and chilclren are an adornment of the life
of this world; and the ever—-abiding, the goocl
wor|<5) are better with your | ord in reward and

better in expectation.

Sura Kahf, no.18, verse 46
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The Price of my soul is [the Pleasure of]
its Lord. The whole of creation does not

equal its worth.

Imam Sa&iq ()
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3iharul Anwar
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imam Ali (@) on worldliness

Imam’s strong warnings against the world were due

to different reasons;

- response to the state O7C a?quence and
worldliness that had infected the societg at that

time.

= general advise to refrain from being Worlcuy N a

way that would detract from closeness to Allah
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Intoxication of AHluence

o AHluence makes the human being feel

needless
o AHluence creates more greecl and inclulgence
* |t brings with it injustic:e and oPPression

. lncreasesjealousg, resentment and hatred
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Attachment to the world

« Emotional attachments with the world cannot

be condemned. These are channels of
communication with the world. Theg are

natural and inborn.

© Bonclage and submission to worlc”g and
material things is condemned. This deadens

the sl:)iritual life of the human being.
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Relationship of human bcing and the world

Like that of a;

s Farmer and his farm

o A horse and the racecourse

s Atrader and the market[:)lace

* Adevotee and the temple
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Certainlg, this world is a house of truth for him who
aPPrecia’tes it; a Place of sagetg for him who understands
it: a house of riches for him who collects Provision from it
(For the next worlcb; and a house of instructions for him
who draws instruction from it. It is the Place of worshil:)
for the lovers of A”ah; the Place of Praging for the
angels of Allah : the Place where the revelation of Allah

clescencls; and the marketing Place for those devoted to
Allah. Herein thcg earned mercy and herein theg
acquired Paradise bg way of Proﬁ’t.

Hadith #131, Nahjul Balaglﬂa
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The world is
a school
a traininggrouncl

a Place for growtlﬂ and Pem[ection
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The world is not

a goal and ultimate ideal

an end in itself

onlg source of haPPiness and success

Worthg of the human being




