NAHJUL BALAGHA

L ) R
~ /\

ALl 434: ‘Ibadat in
Nahjul Balagha

Session 3: JCC;
Tuesday — February 20, 2018
Jumadi al-Ukhra 4, 1439

1 (©
mn S
2 N0
£
T 3
2=
a 8
—_
.. O
m Q
o
P E
—
_
<

—
—
—



http://www.google.ca/url?sa=i&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&docid=HSIIeqAmgEg0NM&tbnid=wMZrBWczG8PWMM:&ved=0CAgQjRwwAA&url=http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Islamic_calligraphy&ei=lNmcUa-THM-QyQHehIHIAg&psig=AFQjCNFaK2N_7N3OFrlatXBwZwJbAQEZ7g&ust=1369320212521011
http://www.google.ca/url?sa=i&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&docid=HSIIeqAmgEg0NM&tbnid=wMZrBWczG8PWMM:&ved=0CAgQjRwwAA&url=http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Islamic_calligraphy&ei=lNmcUa-THM-QyQHehIHIAg&psig=AFQjCNFaK2N_7N3OFrlatXBwZwJbAQEZ7g&ust=1369320212521011

Nabi Zakariyya’s Du'a accepted
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Translation Q 19:1-11

In the Name of Allah, the All-beneficent, the All-merciful. Kaf, Ha, Ya,
‘Ayn, Sad. (1) [This is] an account of your Lord’s mercy on His servant,
Zechariah, (2) when he called out to his Lord with a secret cry. (3) He
said, ‘My Lord! Indeed my bones have become feeble, and my head has
turned white with age, but I have never been disappointed in my
prayer to You, my Lord! (4) Indeed I fear my kinsmen, after me, and
my wife 1s barren. So grant me from Yourself an heir (5) who may
inherit from me and inherit from the House of Jacob, and make him,
my Lord, pleasing [to You]!’ (6) ‘O Zechariah! Indeed We give you
the good news of a son, whose name 1s “John.” Never before have We
made anyone his namesake.” (7) He said, ‘My Lord! How shall I have a
son, when my wife is barren, and I am already advanced in age?’ (8) He
said, ‘So shall it be. Your Lord has said, “It is simple for Me.”
Certainly I created you before when you were nothing.” (9) He said, ‘My
Lord! Appoint a sign for me.” He said, “Your sign is that you will not
speak to the people for three complete nights.” (10) So he emerged
betfore his people from the Temple, and signaled to them that they
should glorify [Allah] morning and evening,
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Reflectionson Q 19:1-11

1. Nabi Zakariyya was informed of the events of the tragedy of
Karbala, by use of the symbolic letters Kaf, Haa, Yaa, ‘Ayn, Sad.

2. Zakariyya submits saying his prayer were never unheard

3. Anxiety of Zakartyya was to have a son to guide his relatives
and keep the lamp of guidance burnished and to have an heir

4. A prophet can have an heir, so can the Holy Prophet (s) whose
heir was Fatima (). She disputed the caliph who said that he
heard the prophet saying: we apostles of God neither inherit nor
leave any legacy for our heirs. She invoked this verse in defense.

5. Zakariyya was given the glad tidings about a son and what the
name of the son was to be. It is said that he was named thus
because he was born of a barren woman. In Hebrew his name is

Johanna (God has been gracious)
6. Zakartyya was surprised because he & his wife had passed the

age of bearing a child. Mir Ahmed Ali, The Holy Quran Commentary, pp.941 -49).
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Special Du'a for removing illness & poverty

The Holy Prophet (s) taught his companion the following Du'a
to remove illness and poverty
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There 1s no strength and nor power except with Allah, the Most
High, the Most Great. 1 place my trust iz the Living One, Who does
not die (Q 25:58). All praise belongs to Allah, Who has neither taken
any companion or any son; Nor has He have a partner in the Kingdom,
nor has He [taken] any protector out of weakness, and magnify FHim with
a magnification [worth of Him| (Q 17:111). The narrator has said
that very shortly thereafter the man came to the Holy Prophet
saying, ‘O Messenger of Allah, indeed Allah has removed from
me illness and poverty (a/-Kafz, v. 2, p.551, H. 3)
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Reflections on the Du'a

This short Du'a is composed of Quranic verses & concepts.

- In Q 18:39 the owner of a blissful garden is asked to say,
‘masha Allahu la quwwata ilfa bilfah — What Allah has willed has
occurred, there i1s no power except with Allah!’. This Du'a
begins with /a hawla wala quwwata ilfa bilfah, which is a
powerful statement and solution 99 remedies

- In Q 25:58 we have been asked to put trust in the Living One
who does not die; this is exactly what this Du'a does.
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- Then we praise the Almighty Allah, Who is absolute One,
and in no need of a spouse, child, partner or supporter. This
is the real creed of Tawhid based on Quran.
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- We end this beautiful and useful Du'a with a Quranic
instruction of saying a worthy takbir. It also explains why
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often say takbir in our salat. May we be blessed with reciting

this Du'a regularly.



Imam Al (a) advices his son on Du'z'l -1
AU 03138 o5V15 St s o Lg,m 5 (,1;\}
(Glgary 4L O 53/@ EERNE A TG 3
e S 1 g S (e B WU iy

Know that He Who owns the treasuries of the heavens
and of the earth has permitted you to pray to Him and
has promised you acceptance of the prayer. He has
commanded you to beg from Him in order that He may
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give you and to seek His mercy in order that He may
have mercy on you. He has not placed any thing
between you and Him that may veil Him from you

(Nabjul Balagha, Letter 31, Advice to one of his sons after returning from the
Battel of Sitfin).
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Imam Ali (a) advices his son on Du'a - 2
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1)He has not required you to get a mediator for you to Him,

i1) and 1f you err He has not prevented you from repentance.

ii1) He does not hasten with punishment. 1v) He does not taunt
you for repenting, v) nor does He humiliate you when
humiliation is more appropriate for you. vi) He has not been
harsh in accepting repentance. vil) He does not severely
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question you about your sins. viii) He does not disappoint you
of His mercy. ix) Rather He regards abstention from sin as a
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virtue. X) He counts your one sin as one while He counts your
one virtue as ten (INB, Letter 31)




Du'a of Imam Ali (a) for maghfirat
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O Allah! Forgive me what You know about me more
than I do. If I return (to the sins), then You return to
forgiveness. O Allah, forgive me what I had promised
to myself but You did not find 1ts fulfilment with me.
O Allah, forgive me that with what I sought nearness
to You with my tongue but my heart opposed it (and
did not act on it). O Allah forgive me winking of the
eye, vile utterances, desires of the heart and errors of

speech (Nalbjul Balagha, Sermon 78).
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More advices on Du
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More advices from Imam Ali (a)

Do not ask from other than Allah, for surely it He gives to you it
will free you from all want (The S ayings & Wisdom of Imam Ali, p. 9)

Seek help from Allah, the Majestic and Mighty, concerning your
affair, for surely He 1s the best of helpers (Uyumn atHikam, p. 80, H. 1940)

Do not put your hopes in other than your Lord, and have no
fear except about your wrong actions (Sayings & Wisdom of Imam Al p. 9)

If you need something from Allah, may He be glorified, then
begin by asking blessings on His Messenger, may Allah bless him
and his family, and then make your request, for surely Allah is
too generous not be asked for two things without granting one
request along with the other (Nakju/ Balagha, Saying 371)
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Seek protection in Allah the High, and ask Him for good in your
atfairs, for surely He will not forsake the one who seeks

protection, and He will not withhold from those ask for good
(Sharh Nabju! Balagha, v. 20, p.347, H. 980)
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A Du'a that Imam Ali recited often
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(Nabjul Balagha, Sermon 215) S;L—f‘



Translation of Du'a in Sermon 215

Praise be to Allah! Who made me such that 1) I have not died, i) nor am
I sick, ii1) nor have my veins been infected with disease, iv) nor have I
been hauled up for my evil acts, v) nor am I without progeny, vi) nor
have I forsaken my religion, vii) nor do I disbelieve in my Lord, viii) nor
do I feel strangeness with my faith, ix) nor is my intelligence affected, x)
nor have I been punished with the punishment of peoples before me. I
am a slave in Your possession, I have been guilty of excesses over
myself. You have exhausted Your pleas over me and I have no plea
(before You). I have no power to take except what You give me, and 1
cannot evade except what You save me from. O Allah! I seek Your
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protection from becoming destitute despite Your riches, from being
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misguided despite Your guidance, from being molested in Your realm
and from being humiliated while authority rests with You. O Allah! Let
my spirit be the first of those good objects that Your take from me and
the first trust out of Your favors held in trust with me. O Allah! We seek
Your protection from turning away from Your command or revolting
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against Your religion, or being led away by our desires instead of by

guidance that comes from You.



Gift to the Participants

The Academy for Learning Islam (A.L.I.) was able | cuurararrixan § §

4 Wa Durar Al-Kalim { :
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to acquire permission from the English translator

(Sh. Tahir Ridha Jatter) of Ghurar al-Hikan wa
Durar al-Kalim (Exalted Aphorisms and Pearls of

A Collection of Aphorisms of
Imam ‘Ali ibn Abi Talib

Speech) to post the entire book in pdf format on i
our website for use by ALI students. Feel free to download
www.academyofislam.com/resources/other/ and benefit

from over 11,000 sayings from Imam Ali (a) on about 700
different topics.

ALI 433: Ibadat in NB -
Importance of Du'a

You can also get a digital copy of the book at:

https://www.al-islam.org/ghurar-al-hikam-wa-durar-al-

[14)

kalim-exalted-aphorisms-and-pearls-speech

For hardcopy visit Tabligh Bookstore or www.amazon.com



http://www.academyofislam.com/resources/other/
https://www.al-islam.org/ghurar-al-hikam-wa-durar-al-kalim-exalted-aphorisms-and-pearls-speech
http://www.amazon.com/
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