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Holy Quran on Du'a

Q 40:60 Your Lord has said, ‘Call Me, and I will hear
you!” Indeed those who are disdainful of My worship
will enter hell in utter humﬂiation

5 L:«.> YJJL; v.i:\:i.:u‘.}a
25:76 Say, ‘Were it not for the sake of your Du’a,
what store my Lord would have set by you?
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Commentary of Quranic verses

-Imam al-Sajjad (a): And You have said, Supplicate Me and I will
respond to you, surely those who are too proud to worship Me shall enter
Hell utterly abject. Hence You have named supplicating Your

worship and refraining from it pride, and You have threatened

that the refraining from it would yield entrance into Hell in
utter abjection (Sabifa, 45:15).

-It is customary to supplicate God immediately after the
completion of the prayers.

-Some believe that it does not mean that all Du’as will be
answered in this life; you will either recetve in this world or in
the Hereafter.

-Doing is not waste of time, but it is an investment of future.

Du'a is most meritorious of acts, because in humbly
imploring God one admits one’s servitude and abasement

before Him (The Study Quran, p. 1152)
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Definition of ‘Ibadat

‘Ibadat 1s derived from the verb ‘@bada = to worship, adore, serve
and venerate. One who worships is known as ‘wzabid. And the
servant or slave of Allah 1s known as ‘Abdullab.

When we carry out any action in obedience to Allah, it 1s ‘tbadat.
That 1s why obedience, submission and humility to Allah, 1s all
part of ‘tbadat. A person earning a halal livelihood to support his
family is doing ‘ibadat; a student seeking knowledge 1s doing
‘ibadat; a mother breastfeeding her child is also doing ‘tbadat of
Allah. When Allah say: o, 5; Y5 E4 Edls Gs — I did not create jinn
and mankind, save to worship Me; 1.e. to obey Him, to know Him, to
submit to Him. The Prophet (s) would say upon waking up:

STy 408N ) ‘_51& 3 L;JJ\ & dadi - All praise belongs to Allah,
Who has returned my soul so that I praise Him and worship. Here
worship doesn’t mean that he will only spend the entire day in

prayers and doing dhikr. Rather he spent time according to
Allah’s pleasure.
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Hadiths on Du'a is Worship

The Holy Prophet (s): Supplication is the essence of worshzp no one
who will supplicate will be destroyed (The Scale of Wisdom, H. 2084)
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The Holy Prophet (s): The best worship is supplication, for when
Allah gives permission |and divine succor| for His servant to supplicate,
He opens for him the door of mercy. Surely the one who supplicates will
be destroyed (Ibid, H. 2087).

Sl I8 e Sb A el 3 Al i 53 155 el 33l 2t
A= el =
Imam Ali (a): The most beloved action on this earth with Allah —
Mighty and Magnificence — is supplication (Ibid, H. 2090).
e 2 3 sy ) Jleed Es

1 (©
mn S
2 N0
£
T 3
2=
a S
—_
.. O
m Q
o

3 E
—
_
<

—
Ul
—




Pre & post course questions
o= A Ay
* At ALI we do not conduct examination at the end
ot the course, as many adults do not prefer this.
they would sometime skip the entire class so that
they do not have to sit for an exam of a few

minutes. So we will have an ANONYMOUS at the
beginning and at the end of the course to see if
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you have increased your knowledge and gained
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from the course.

* You will pick-up a number that will only be known
to you. The same number will appear in both the
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quizzes to see how a person has progressed.




Effectiveness of Du'a

Ibn Tawus went into the /77 one night and there was ‘Ali b al-
Husayn (a). He had come in and was standing praying. He prayed
as Allah had wished then he prostrated. I asked a righteous man
from the family of goodness whether I might listen to his prayer. 1
heard him saying during his prostration: Your little servant is at Your
courtyard;/ Your miserable one is at Your courtyard:/ Your poor one is at Your
courtyard;/ Your beggar is at Your courtyard. (Tawus added:) I have

never praved with these words at any tribulation without me being

freed from it. (Kitab al-Irshad, p.384)
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A story devotion in prayers

Mu’awiya asked Dhirar to describe him about Amirul
Mu'minin, (a). He said: I stand witness that I have seen
him on several occasions when night had spread and
he was standing in the niche (of the masjid) holding
his beard, groaning like a man bitten by a snake and
weeping as a grieved man, saying: O world, O world! Get
away from me. Why do you present yourself to me? Or are you
eager for me? You may not get that opportunity to impress me.
Deceive some other person. I have no concern with you. I have
divorced you thrice thereafter there is no restitution. Your life is
short, your importance is little and your aspirations are base.
Alas! The provision is little, the way is long, the journey is far
and the goal is hard to reach. (Nabyj, Saying 77):
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Imam Ali (a) on advices hlS son on Du
IR RE u@w} SIS 5 0k 2 s & (,1;\}
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Know that He Who owns the treasuries of the heavens
and of the earth has permitted you to pray to Him and
has promised you acceptance of the prayer. He has
commanded you to beg from Him in order that He may
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give you and to seek His mercy in order that He may
have mercy on you. He has not placed any thing
between you and Him that may veil Him from you
(Nabhjul Balagha, 1.etter 31, Advice to one of his sons
after returning from the Battel of Sitfin).

—
O
—




Comments on the passage

Allah (swt) is the owner of all treasuries, which lies within His
hands. Similar to Q 67:1

He has permitted us to supplicate, i.e. to knock His door

He has promised and undertaken to respond

He has commanded to ask & beg from Him so that He gives

He has also commanded to seek His mercy, so that He has
MErcy on us.

He has kept not veils, obstacles or agents to approach. Talk to
Him directly.

In Du’a Iftitah, Imam Sahib al-Zaman (af) says:
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Imam’s on non-obligatory worship
i Je Lol A6 ELE1 156 Te3)5 b ol &)

Ll Je b 1506 &3l 135

Surely hearts draw near and retreat, so when they draw near let
them be concerned with voluntary acts of worship, and when
they retreat, limit them to what is obligatory (The Sayings & Wisdon
of Imam Ali, pp. 36 from Nalhjul Balagha, Saying 322)

This is similar to what the Holy Prophet (s) had said:
(314547 3 azydly (Sas & il 13]y tshiss ST 36 sty L) lall o))
Surely, the heart has the state of acceptance and the state of

retreat. So when 1t accepts, then perform nafila acts, and if it is
in the state of retreat, then (limit) to obligatory acts.
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