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Du‘a 05: For himself and those under his Guardianship in the
Sabifa with two translations and explanatory notes

Translation by Dr. William Translation by Ahmad Ali Text of the Du‘a in Arabic
C. Chittick Muhani
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This is an important supplication because Imam al-Sajjad (a) prays for himself, his family
and for his Shi‘ahs as they were under his guardianship (wilayah). Our present Imam al-
Mahdi (af) must also be praying similarly for us.

1. O He the wonders of 1. O You, the wonders of
whose mightiness will never | Whose glory are never
end! Bless Muhammad and | exhausted, bless Muhammad T3 1i2 J_; 4o Y
his Household and prevent | and his Al (family) and T -7
us from deviation restrain us from forsaking QB e s
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The Du‘a starts with the Wonders of Divine ‘agmat (mightiness, greatness and enormity)
which never diminishes. A/ ‘agim (-24) means ‘the supreme which is above all

imperfections’ is one of the excellent names of Allah and appears several times in the
Quran. In Ayatul Kursi we read at the end: (;de\ (& 35— and He is the All-exalted, the All-

supreme (QQ 2:255). Before asking for anything, the Imam begins with salawat, the
importance of which was discussed in detail in Du‘a 2. We quote one Hadith from Nahjul
Balagha: and prays that one should not stop believing and thinking about God’s might.
But before this prayer, the Imam invokes for Divine blessings on Muhammad and his
family. This shows the power and function of salawat, which was covered in detail in Du‘a
No. 2. We quote here one Hadith on the importance of salawat from Amirul Mu’minin
Imam Ali (a): If you have a need from Allab, the Glorified, then begin by seeking Allah’s blessings on
His Messenger (may Allah bless him and bis family) then ask for your need, becanse Allah is too
generous to accept one of the two requests made to Him and deny the other (Nahju! Balagha, Saying
371). Thereafter, Imam al-Sajjad prays that nothing should prevent us or blind us from
concerning ourselves with Allah’s mightiness for every breath and step we take,
everywhere we see, one notices the greatness of the Creator.

2. O He the term of whose 2. O You, the duration of 290 in N 2sGs (2
kingdom will never ceasel! whose kingdom shall never S
Bless Muhammad and his expire, bless Muhammad and . ‘mj U2 L;; :};p . T
Household and release our | his Al (family) and liberate T g o
necks from Your vengeance! | our necks from Your Qe O 3G, é,};jj
chastisement. i
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Again the style is same as in passage 1, because salawat is mentioned after discussing
unlimited term of Divine kingdom and before praying from the relief of ourselves (literally
one’s neck) from God’s vengeance. The Almighty Allah has full control over his
kingdom, as we read in the Quran says: Blessed is He in whose hands is all sovereignty, and He has
power over all things (Q 67:1). As for the permanence of Divine quality, Imam al-Sajjad (a)
said in Du‘a 1 of the Sabifa: a praise whose bound has no utmost end, whose number has no reckoning,
whose limit cannot be reached, whose period cannot be cut-off (58 1: 28). If this is how a quality of
Allah is, then imagine how vast and unlimited must be His kingdom! Therefore, none
other than God can free us from His vengeance and punishment which a servant deserves
for not obeying Him or serving Him to the extent He has right over us.

3. O He the treasuries of 3. O You, the stores of sse2 25N 04 b 3
whose mercy will never be whose mercy are never S ot
exhausted! Bless Muhammad | exhausted, bless Muhammad 4T Ji2 J_; 4o N7
and his Household and and his Al (family) and T -7
appoint for us a portion of | appoint for us a share of 3,:;% &3 4"\,‘,‘,:4:/ J a1
Your mercy! Your Mercy. i

The Imam continues to talk about Divinity and His greatness and inserts salawat in
between before praying to benefit from that Divine quality. Here he says that the stores of
Divine treasury never exhausts and prays that Allah grants us a portion from His unlimited
treasury. All is All-generous in giving His treasures to His creatures. On Thursday
evenings, we recite in a short beautiful Du‘a ten times saying: O He Who is continuously
gracious over the creatures, O He Whose hands are ever expanded in giving, O the Master of granting
mayestically. As for men, Allah commands the Holy Prophet to Say, ‘Even if you possessed the
treasures of my Lord’s mercy, you would withhold them for the fear of being spent, and man is very
niggardly (QQ 17:100).

4. O He whom eyes fall 4. O You to see whom sights 8 5ad 2% 22 ba (4
short of seeing! Bless fail, bless Muhammad and his e ot
Muhammad and his Al (family) and make us T3 L2 L;; o jwiﬁ\
Household and bring us nearer to Your T 2 )
close to Your nearness! neighborhood. é).ij_% ‘;2 Lé;ij

Our sights can never and will ever be able to see God says the Imam. Earlier in Du ‘a No.
1, the Imam had said, ‘Beholders’ eyes fall short of seeing Him’ (8, 1:1) This is similar to
Q 6:103 — vision perceive Himr not. In QQ 7:143 there is an interesting event. When Moses came to
Our appointed meeting and his Lord spoke to bim, he said, ‘My Lord, show [Yourself] to me that I may
look at You!’ He said, You shall not see Me. But look at the mountain: if it abides in its place, then you
will see Me.” So when his Lord disclosed Himself to the mountain, He levelled it, and Moses fell down
swooning. When he recovered, he said, Tmmaculate are You! I turn to You in penitence, and 1 am the first
of the faithful.’ Then following the pattern set above, the Imam invokes Divine blessings on
Muhammad and his family, i.e. salawat. This is followed by an invocation that may the
Almighty God brings us closer to Him, i.e. closer to His mercy, kindness and favor. It
could also mean that we get closer to God by obeying His commands and achieving His
pleasure. In a Hadith we read, “One who nears me by a measure of one span of the hand,

I get closer to him by a measure of a forearm.” — e3> &l wusi 1ns U 38 o (Riyad, v.2, p. 147)
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5. O He before whose
greatness all great things are
smalll Bless Muhammad and
his Household and give us
honor with Youl

5. O You, beside whose
dignity the dignity of others
dwindles, bless Muhammad
and his Al (family) and
dignify us in Your sight.
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Kbatar (%) means significance and gravity. There are numerous things in this wotld which

have great significance and huge gravity. But in the presence of Allah, they are all
insignificant and become dwindled says the Imam. Then he invokes salawat and prays that
the All- significant God grants us dignity and honor. And indeed we have been honored as
Allah ‘azza wa-jall states in Q 17:70 - Certainly We have honored the Children of Adam, and
carried them over land and sea, and provided them with all the good things, and given them advantage over
many of those We have created with a complete preference. Question: If we are already honored per

the Quranic verse, then why is the Imam praying for it?

6. O He to whom all hidden
tidings are manifest! Bless
Muhammad and his
Household and expose us
not before Youl!

6. O You, the secrets of
matters are known to him.
Bless Muhammad and his Al
(family) and do not expose us
to You
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Nothing remains hidden from Almighty Allah (swt). He says in the Quran v. 3:5:
izl 3 Vs upﬂ\ &t ale (G2 Y 0 &1 - Nothing is indeed hidden from Allah in the earth or in the

sky; and in 14:37 we read Nabi Ibrahim saying: ., Al SE AL Gg DE Gs &a; G &) &
AESA/IY Y3 g'pﬁ\ & soe% Our Lord! Indeed You know whatever we hide and whatever we disclose, and

nothing is hidden from Allah on the earth or in the sky. Note the Imam says that “all hidden
matters are known” to Allah, because it means all hidden and as well as open things are
fully known to Him (Both these verses and the point taken from Sayyid ‘Alikhan Shiraz1’s
Riyad al-salikin v. 2, p. 149). After salawat the Imam prays, ‘and do not expose us before
You,” i.e. do not put us into a situation that we lose the inherent ability to defend from the
mischief and evil plots of the creation.

7. O God, remove our need
for the gifts of the givers
through Your gift, spare us
the loneliness of those who
break off through Your
joining, that we may beseech
no one along with Your free
giving, that we may feel
lonely at no one’s absence
along with Your bounty!

7. O Lotd, with Your Bounty,
make us independent of gifts
of the givers. Protect us from
loneliness caused by those
who sever themselves with
Your connection so that,
because of Your bounty, we
may not incline towards
anyone besides You and
because of Your Favor we
may not fear anybody.
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This passage teaches us one of the fundamental beliefs of Muslims; if we put our trust and
reliance on receiving bounties and favors from Allah (swt), then we are not worried about
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how others treat us. There are times that we get attracted towards little gifts and favors
from fellow human beings, but this should not make us oblivious from what Allah has
been granting us since our existence. The Imam is praying that we should always remain
needless of other people. In the Du‘a after al-Fajr taught by Imam Muhammad al-Taqf (a)
we say: Sufficient for me is Allah Lord of the Worlds, sufficient for me is He Who is indeed sufficient for
mee, sufficient for me is He Who has always been sufficient for me, and sufficient for me is He Who has
been sufficient for me since my creation. Similatly, when people cut-off relations with us because
we are firm on following Islam then we should not feel loneliness as long as Divine giving
(badhal) and grace (fadhl) is with us. The Quran addresses Banu Israel, and to all of us — of
course, And were it not for Allah’s grace on yon and His mercy, you wonld surely have been among the
losers’ (QQ 2:64). Question: How can a person know that s/he is indeed enjoying from
Allah’s giving and grace?

8. O God, bless Muhammad | 8. O Lor_d, bless Muhammad e L;; :};a_; ;-éi}‘ (8

and his Household, scheme | and his Al (family). Conspire ’

for us, not against us, for us; do not plot against us. Jle J_{, y 155 T

devise to our benefit, not to | Devise stratagems for us; do L i : ,

our loss, give the turn to not devise them against us. Js 5 ¢ J§.£ /5 U J"§_2$/

prevail to us, not to others! | Give us the upper hand; do s e,
not give the upper hand to L Ju5 5
any over us.

This passage and another five passages below begin with salawat. Let us look at some of
the Hadiths on the significance of salawat. Imam al-Ridha (a): O A/ab! Send your blessings
onto the one that Daily Prayers is honored with having the Salawat on him. 1t is said that, “Whoever,
cannot make an atonement for his sins, then he should repeatedly send Salawat on the
Prophet and his Ahlul Bayt, for it destroys the sins thoroughly.” Someone came to Imam
al-Sadiq (a) and said to him that he visited the Holy Masjid in Makkah. During his rituals
he could not remember any other supplication except Salawat. The Imam replied you had
remembered the best supplication. These Hadiths are from www.duas.org/salwaat.htm.
Read the entire article at this link and inshaAllah you will find it beneficial. One of the
translators of the Sabifa, Dr. Chittick, has endnote here saying, “The Quran often
mentions God’s scheming and devising, usually in answer to the trickery and deception of
the evildoers.” He then quotes from the Quran: Indeed they are devising a stratagem, and I [too]
am devising a stratagem (Q 86:15 & 106), and Then they plotted [against Jesus], and Allah also devised,
and Allab is the best of devisers. (Q3:54) (The Psalms of Istam, p. 265). Of course Allah is the
best deviser of plans, plots and stratagems. So the Imam al-Sajjad here is asking God to
plan and devise His schemes in favor of us and to the detriment of our enemies.

9. O God, bless Muhammad | 9. O Lord, bless Muhammad T 62 (o el aaf
and his Household, protect | and his Al (family). Guard us Alls 12 Jﬂp '©
us from Yourself, from Your Wrath. Protect us at L:L_;;_B e ng
safeguard us through with Your Grace. Direct us g o
Yourself, guide us to towards Yourself. Do not E,J.,/c\:j ‘Jj ‘J;J\ D 3
Yourself, and take us not far | keep us away from You. !

from Yourself! he whom Verily, whomever You 9 s a5 e o) e ilz
You protect stays safe, he protect is saved; whomever

whom You guide knows, You direct is instructed;
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and he whom You bring whomever You place nearer OURTRETIIY
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near Yourself takes the to Yourself is blessed. £ RO 5 ‘V‘L"! /7\'@"
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Here also Dr. Chittick has an endnote saying, “God’s protecting the servant from Himself
is for Him to guard him against His wrath. ‘Guidance to God’ is guidance to His mercy,
while being taken ‘far from Him’ is to be subjected to wrath.” (Psalws of Islam, p .265). Also
this is similar to Prophetic Hadith quoted in Réyad (2:154) in which he says to Allah: I seek

refuge in Y ou, from You (See &L 35¢7). According Rzyad (2:156 & 157) there are four types of

guidance which a person receives from his Lord: (i) the inherent ability to like what is
beneficial and abhor what is harmful. The Quran refers to this when Moses responded to
Pharaoh: Owur Lord is the One Who has given everything its creation and then guided it (QQ 20:50); (1)
the Intelligence to differentiate between truth and falsehood, as mentioned in verse: and
showed him the two paths [of good and evil] (QQ 90:10); (iii) the Prophet commissioned by Allah.
He says: As for [the people of] Thamiid, We guided them, but they preferred blindness to guidance (QQ
41:17); and (iv) the Highest form that enables to traverse Divine secrets reserved for the
awliya (close servants of Allah). It is interesting to read that the Imam says, ‘he whom You
take closer to Yourself gains.” Every time we say our prayers, we begin with a niyyat that
we are seeking closeness (gurb) to Allah in the prayers, and the closet we get to Him is in
sajdah. Remind yourself of this line as you say your prayers, for you will indeed be blessed
as we have been promised in this passage of the Du‘a.

10. O God, bless ‘ 10. O Lotd, bless o J\-i-/é gj/to :);9 g8 | (10
Muhammad and his Muhammad and his Al ? g

Household and spare us the | (family) and ward off the S5 i \;ﬁf\j T
cutting edge of time’s traps of the evils of time and o - -
turning changes, the evil of corruption of the snares of QQ\L.;EJ‘ &~ Las %5 553 cgujj\
Satan’s snares, and the Satan and bitterness of the

bitterness of the sovereign’s | ruler’s fury from us. QU@L.J\ s Voo o )}Qj
aggression!

The evils of Shaytan’s snares include worldly passions and gratifications through which he
takes the human towards self-destruction. Imam al-Sadiq (a) advised ‘Abdullah b. Jundab:
O Son of Jundab, the Satan has some traps with which be tricks others, so safeguard from bis snares and
traps. So Ibn Jundab asked, ‘O son of the Messenger of Allah, what are those (satanic
snares and traps)? He () said: as for bis traps is withholding doing good to brothers, and bis snares
include (keeping yon) asleep during prayer that are made obligatory by Allah, such that they get delayed.
Certainly, no worship is preferred than going to a brothers for doing good to them and visiting them. And
woe to those who are negligent about their prayers, sleeping inattentively, and making a mockery of Allah
and His signs. [Then the Imam quoted Quranic verse|: #here shall be no share for them in the
Hereafter and Allah will not speak to them, nor will He [so much as] look at them on the Day of
Resurrection, nor will He purify them, and there is painful punishment for them (Q 3:77). (Réyad, 2:160
taken from Tubafal ‘Ugil, p. 359).
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11. O God, the spared are 11. O Lotd, independent 6& G <3l (11
spared only through the people attain independence S

bounty of Your strength, so | because of the favor of Your :};4_; . &;j J:G—;J 5 1<)
bless Muhammad and his Power, bless Muhammad and | 7 ooz
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the bounty of Your wealth, | liberal do not give, save from J:ﬁ S Osboaddl loxd
so bless Muhammad and his | the favor of Your Bounty T .
Household and give to us! which You have bestowed L= e :}:ﬁ (Ehds

The guided are guided only | upon them. Therefore, bless

by the light of Your face, so | us. O Lord, guided people are S W iy 4l

bless Muhammad and his guided because of the light of L% gy e A 4 Aot
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Household and guide us! Your Mercy, therefore bless J/ e 5SSt R
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In this passage the Imam says that people can only give and share because what they have
received from God and only get guided by the Light of Divine Face. Allah says in the

Quran 3:73: Say, Tndeed [true] guidance is the guidance of Allah (& si» X d\ By and Whomever
Allab gnides is rightly guided (Q 7:178). We also read in the Quran 22:74 that, ‘Indeed Allah is
all-strong, all-mighty (35 %55 & &)). Imam asks Allah to bestow from these qualities, but only
after invoking blessings on the Prophet and his family. This is one of the rare passages
where salawat has been mentioned thrice. This Du has the third largest number of
salawat; Dua 48 has 21 & Du‘a 20 has 20 salawat. Total number of salawat in the entire

Sabifa is 190. Imam, in this passage, asks for (1) making us sufficient of others, (ii)
bestowing us from God’s bounty and (iii) for being guided.

12. O God, he whom You 12. O Lord, whosoever You § 2 ol o 3% s45
befriend will not be injured | assisted was never harassed (l = JL 2
by the abandonment of the | by desertion of the deserters. 545 (b S‘Jv\% 8y
abandoners, he to whom Whoever You blessed, )
You give will not be suffered no loss from those ’é; Lahl ; W
diminished by the who refuse. Whoever You y ,
withholding of the directed was not led astray by 9;5'-3 (l 3l 23 (Camslal
withholders, he whom You | the misleading of those who e e s
guide will not be misled by | mislead. Cnbad) JWL
the misguidance of the

misguiders.

Showing total and complete reliance on Allah, the Imam (a) says that if someone is
befriended by Allah, then the desertion of deserters will not harm such a person. And if
Allah gives him, then the deprivers can cause no loss. And he who receives Divine
guidance, will not be misled by the distractions of misguiders. The Quran declares, “and
whomever Allah guides, there is no one who lead him astray” (Q 39:37). In Hadith al-Qudsi Allah
says: O My servants, all of you are misled except whom I guide, so seek guidance from Me (Riyad,
2:162). The Holy Quran is replete with verses assuring the believers that if Allah wishes to
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help them, then no force can come in the way. We quote two verses: They desire to put ont
the light of Allah with their mouths, but Allah is intent on perfecting His light though the faithless should
be averse (9:32) and Should Allah visit you with some distress there is no one to remove it except Himy
and should He bring yon some good, then He has power over all things (Q 6:17).

13. So bless Muhammad and
his Household, defend us
from Your servants

through Your might, free us
from need for other than
You through Your support,
and make us travel the path
of the Truth through Your
right guidance!

13. Therefore, bless
Muhammad and his Al
(family). With Your Glory,
keep us from (seeking)
assistance of Your creatures.
With Your Bounty, make us
independent of others than
You. With Your Guidance,
make us walk in the path of
Truth.
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This passage begins with, “so bless Muhammad and his family,” perhaps because in the
earlier passage the Imam talked about the necessity of relying only on Allah’s protection
and power, and this beautiful message had been practically demonstrated in the life styles
of Prophet Muhammad (a) and his illustrious family. Imam al-Sajjad (a) continues the
theme of entrusting everything with Allah instead of His servants and prays for sufficiency
through Divine support and being guided to Truth with His guidance.

14. O God, bless
Muhammad and his
Household and put the
soundness of our hearts into
the remembrance of Your
mightiness, the idleness of
our bodies into giving
thanks for Your favour, and
the flow of our tongues into
the description of Your
kindness!

14. O Lotd, bless
Muhammad and his Al
(family). Let the safety of our

hearts be in the remembrance

of Your Glory, the repose of
our bodies in our gratitude
for Your Favor and the
speech of our tongues in
praise of Your Beneficence.
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After salawat, the Imam again talks about the mightiness (‘@gmaf) of Allah, as he had done
at the beginning of this supplication. He prays that the well-being of our hearts be directed
towards remembering the Greatness of Allah (swt). Also, the favors of Allah are so many
that our bodies should be preoccupied with showing gratitude to Him, and our tongues
should be busy in describing His kindness.

15. O God, bless 15. O Lotd, bless
Muhammad and his Muhammad and his Al
Household and make us one | (family). Let us be of Your
of Your summoners who workers, inviting others to
summon to You, Your You, of the guides, guiding
guiders who direct to You, (people) towards You and of
and Your special friends

22 Je e 24 (15
SES b Wiy (o
YNEY ‘wl f;}.f\fd\

Sols 2ag S GIA




Academy for Learning Islam (A.L.l.) 8

Sahifa Sajjadiyya Du‘as

whom You have singled out!
O Most Merciful of the
mercifull

the most chosen in Your
Sight, O Most Merciful!

(,5-5\
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The Imam (a) ends this supplication by praying that we should be amongst those who
invite others towards God, and be the cause of their guidance such we become the chosen
friends of Allah. Sharing Islamic values with others should be our ongoing practice.




