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ALI 413: Brief Explanation of Du'a No. 4
From Sahifa Sajjadiyya
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His Supplication in Calling down Blessings

upon the Followers of, and Attesters to, the
Messengers
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Interesting articles on the Sahifa

Read the following articles during the course. You will find
them interesting & highly beneficial; they talk about the
circumstances that led to the compilation of the work.

1. A H Sheritf, “Saheefa Al-Kamilah: The Perfect Epistle”
from The I ight magazine, available at:

https:/ /www.academyofislam.com/wp-
content/uploads/2016/08/AI1.1-201-Intro-Sheriff.pdf

2. “Introduction to Al-Sahifa by the martyred Imam Ayatullah
Sayyid Muhammad Bagqir Al-Sadr, available at:

https:/ /www.academyofislam.com/wp-
content/uploads/2016/08/Sahifa-Intro-Sadr.pdf

3. Sayyid Saeed Akhtar Rizvi, ““The Illustrious Imamat-period
of Imam Zaynal ‘Abidin,” found online at:
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www.al-islam.org/al-serat/Illustrious.htm



https://www.academyofislam.com/wp-content/uploads/2016/08/ALI-201-Intro-Sheriff.pdf
https://www.academyofislam.com/wp-content/uploads/2016/08/Sahifa-Intro-Sadr.pdf
http://www.al-islam.org/al-serat/Illustrious.htm

Intro to Du'a 4 from Sahifa

The Du'a covers Muslims of the past and present.

The Prophet, peace be upon him and his progeny,
once said: How eager am 1 to meet my brothers. So Abu
Bakr and ‘Umar said: “Are we not your brothers? We
have believed in you, and migrated with you.” The
Prophet (s) said: No doubt, you have believed and migrated,
et I am eager to meet my brothers. Then he repeated the
statement. Then he said: You are my companions. But mry
brothers are those who will come after you have gone. They will
believe in me, love me, help me, and confirm me - without ever
having seen me. How I wish to meet my brothers!((Al-Amadili of
Sh. Mutfid, p.80, H. 9)
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Ayt. Syd M. Baqir on Sahifa -1
During the imamate of al-Sajjad (a) “the ummah was exposed to
two great dangers outside the military & political spheres. . . The
first danger was that Muslims now spread far and wide, had their
mental horizons opened to various cultures, customs and
traditions, different social currents arising from the interaction with
the nations which joined the folds of the religion of God in vast
numbers. It was now necessary to make special efforts in the
scientific, religious and ideological fields emphasizing the
ideological originality . . . which is dertved from the Holy Book and
the Traditions. Zayn al-‘Abidin, realizing the need for such a
movement, conducted research and scientific studies at the
Prophet’s mosque, teaching various branches of Islamic knowledge
and explaining and illustrating both the Holy Qur’an and
Traditions, as well as teaching jurisprudence and the knowledge
dertved from his pure ancestors . . .(he) attracted a large number of
scholars and exegetists of the Holy Qur’an and the Traditions
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Ayt. Syd M. Baqir on Sahifa -2
The second danger to Islam at the time arose from the very fact of

the wealth and general prosperity that was everywhere prevalent in
Islamic soctety following the wide extension of its political power.

There was the risk that this new wave of prosperity would expose
those who came in contact with wealth, power and worldly
pleasures to contamination and eventually to undermining the very
spiritual bases of Islam and destroy the vigor of the moral and
spiritual renaissance which derived from belieft in God Almighty
and the life hereafter.
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Imam ‘Ali b. Husayn realized this danger and began to take steps to
remedy this situation. The foremost of his methods was to take the
path of supplication. This book, a/~-Sabifa al-Sajjadiyyah, was one ot
the works that emanated as part of this great effort.
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Passage 5 from Du'a 4

4555 & 555 HE O o2 L skl T 0
Chittick: those who were wrapped in

attection for him, hoping for a commerce that
comes not to naught (Q 35:29) in love for him;

Muhani: (Bless) those who had a love for
him, had hopes ot a bargain that would

never come to ruin in their affection for
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Notes on passage 5 from Du'a 4

They believed in the message of the Prophet and were totally
devoted to him. They had conviction that dying for him will
result 1n a transaction that will never diminish.

Compare the following verse from the Quran

/

B sadg & 1,850 M\ \yub Qi s o450 &

%Vﬂ%} o 9> ”5)\-9)

Q35: 29 Indeed those who recite the Book of Allah and maintain the
prayer, and spend secretly and openly out of what We have provided them,

excpect a commerce that will never perish

Alludes to worshipping with one’s tongue, body & wealth.

A commerce that will never perish refers to their sincerity in seeking
only the Pleasure of Allah, for they do not perform such deeds
to be seen of men (QQ 2:264; 4:38, 142; 8:47).

As tor a commerce that will save you from a painful punishment see QQ
61: 10 — 13.
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Passage 6 from Du'a 4
S0 aph 228 o 18065 3 el s s
agl b 3 e

Chittick: those who were left by their clans when they

clung to his handhold and denied by their kinsfolk when
they rested in the shadow of his kinship;
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Muhani: Bless those who were deserted by their people
when they followed him. Bless those who were
abandoned by their kindred when they took abode under
the shelter of his kinship.

Bibi Khadija abandoned by her clan & relatives. Hadrat
Bilal was also deserted & tortured by his own mastet.

1S
o
—
g
<
©
>
(a)
Y
(e}
S
o
=
©
c
L
o),
x
Ll
™
—
<
|
<<

—
(00]
—/

Their dedication inspire the later generations of ummah.




Passage 7 from Du'a 4

L‘J‘@WJ&W)‘J‘J&J bfjdu/}‘vﬁ’u*:w
JJ\ JJ Sed J.ij#j /C'; \y\f ;,Lﬁlfc ‘_/3,@-\ ‘j.wL‘>-
Chittick: forget not, O God, what they abandoned for You
and in You, and make them pleased with Your good

pleasure for the sake of the creatures they drove to You
while they were with Your Messenger, summoners to You
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for You.

Muhani: Therefore, do not overlook, O Lord, what they
gave up for You in Your Cause. Satisty them with Your
Approbation for their bringing together Your creatures in
Your faith and for being workers for Your Apostle.
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Q: How can God forget? Rather we should not forget.

Note that Imam uses second person pronoun 7 times.



Passage 8 from Du'a 4

JU@J‘ A u" v-@-’w’"j (ren3s 503 Gl e gs Jo °”j§-\;
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Chittick: Show gratitude to them for leaving the abodes of
their people for Your sake and going out from a plentiful
livelthood to a narrow one, and [show gratitude to] those
of them who became objects of wrongdoing and whom
You multiplied in exalting Your religion.
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Muhani: Reward them for their renouncing the home of
their tribe for Your sake, for going out of prosperity into
poverty and for the oppression most of them suffered for

the sake of honoring Your religion.

1S
o
—
g
<
©
>
(a)
Y
(e}
S
o
=
©
c
L
o),
x
Ll
™
—
<
|
<<

=
o
—

Again Allah will surely show gratitude & reward them.

We should be ready to sacrifice for Islam as they did.



Passage 9 from Du'a 4

\.«:‘}>~Y} J.O.Q\ L\.:) U)j};u LJ""U\ chMo-L: Fl UUUU‘ ‘_;\ J“o)‘j %2 \
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Muhani: O Lotrd, confer Your best reward on those who
follow them righteously - those who say, “O Lord forgive us
and our brethren such as preceded us in the faith” (Q59:10). And
(confer Your best reward on)

- we should recite verse from, “Our Lord . . . Most Merciful” in the
Qunut of our salat. The last part of the verse reads: do not allow
bitterness into our hearts towards those who believe. We can disagree but

not hate.
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- Imam prays for the tabi‘in (generation that follows) and for all the
generations to come
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- He asks Allah to grant them the best of rewards, because they
attest to the Prophethood.




Passage 10 from Du'a 4

sl o 13ag G458 1575 (45 1l oy
Muhani: those who resolved to follow their direction,
adopted their manner and walked in their tracks;

Here the Imam is talking about those who have followed the
Companions of the Prophet (s); their qualities included: (i) being
focused on treading the path of the Companions (1) adopted their
manner and (1) proceeded on the path like them.
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Having focus and role model is essential in life. Muslim generations
who came after the Prophet (s) took the Companions as a role
model and had a clear objective in life to follow on their practices.
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Q 23:115 guides to us have an objective in life, for Allah ‘zzza wa-

Jall has not created us in vain, nor for amusement & play.




Passage 11 from Du'a 4
wu}wwwj Al 3 & e
(,A)u LZJB!

Muhani: who neither turned back because they doubted their

prudence, nor did uncertainty perturb them in picking up their
tracks and following the guidance of their beacon,
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The Imam (a) continues to praise the generations that followed the
Companions. They had conviction, and were firm & steadfast in
their practices as they imitated the Companions of the Prophet (s).
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Subbanallah how can anyone accuse us of bad-mouthing the
sahaba? The Companions, according to the Imam, were the leaders
for next generations as they had the light of guidance.
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Passage 12 from Du'a 4
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Muhani: While aiding and strengthening them, observing the

teachings of their faith, guided by their guidance, agreeing upon
them and not suspecting what they taught them.

How dedicated were the followers of the Companions that they
assisted and supported the Companions, accepted their religion
and sought guidance from their ways and practices and didn’t
harbor any suspicion on them. This is the true dedication.

It is essential that we study the life-history (sirah) of the
Companions to enable us to follow on their footsteps with
knowledge and conviction. Include their events in the bedtime
stories and 1n Madrasah lessons.
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Passages 13 & 14 from Du'a 4

L;'c) ‘JJ‘Q&JJJ‘S‘(}-’L;H L"j-’u‘u*-*-’u‘&w//éﬁ\

#CMJ‘M G 1gansd W_Juua\ Gujrasb);
Jyw\ugﬁu“ i uwsmuﬁu;guj c&bupbj

djlzi LB)\.L y‘ )L@.,Jb L).«.U‘ d)‘jb 35% CJJLJﬂ’-\:.L;

Muham: O Lord, bless the followers of the Compamons, from
this our day till the Day of Judgement, their wives, progeny and
such of them as obeyed You With a blessing whereby to guard
them from disobeying You. Enlarge for them the gardens of Your
paradise. Protect them thereby from the cunning of Satan. Assist
them in those righteous things wherein they beg of Your
assistance. Guard them from the events of the night and day
except an event that would bring goodness.
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Notes on passages 13 & 14

What a beautiful Du'a for the Tabi‘in!

-as indicated earlier, it could include generations that follow them
-continuous prayers for them from now to Day of Judgment
-this means that their dedication & sacrifice to last till the Do]
-the Du'a includes their wives, children & those obedient to God.
-for the sacrifice done by member of family affects all members

-what the wife of late Gulamabbas Kassamali told me about him
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-benefits of salawat:
1) protection from the obedience
i)making room 1n the plots of the Paradise (jannatika)
1) Ct. with Q 58:11 — Allah will make room for you
iv) protection against Shaytan (see Hadith 1n slide 19)
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V) support in birr— acts ot piety & righteousness

vi) shield against unexpected events & mishaps



Passage 15 from Du'a 4
A3 w@u\j NURES AN R PRt
_/:LgJ\ 95./)_3\ 925‘- e EV/*-@-?J‘ 453

Muhani: Induce them, thereby, to hope largely from You. To
covet what 1s with You. To give up blaming others about that
which lies in the hands of Your creatures,

Now the Imam prays for their internal: purity of thought process
such that they develop the beliet (%gad ) in having a Good Hope
in Allah alone, coveting (Zama‘a) that 1s with Allah and accusing
others or to the Creator, due to actions of the servants.

- The servants here could refer to Allah’s servants. So people may

blame Allah — na‘udbubillah, for the atrocities committed by others.

Often we think why does not Allah interfere in protecting the
oppressed people (of Palestine, Rohingya, Iraq, Kashmir, etc.)
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Passage 16 from Du'a 4
s 3 pAIRs (Gl akls B i ) 1A
ORI CURSN AN cywwsv@s hed

Muhani: in order that You may recall them to long for You and
fear You. Restrain them from desiring worldly prosperity. Make
them love to act for the future. (Make them) prepare for what is
after death.

- Functions of desiring God & Fearing Him 1n our daily life
- The Quran 1s replete with raghba and rahba

- Having the zuhd for the plenty of the immediate; this is one of
the biggest balaa we are facing in our part of the world

- Instead love to do that, the reward of which i1s to come
- Preparing for after our death, as its existence 1s a reality.

- Above is the fundamental creed of Islam, but only a few are
blessed with acting upon it. May Allah ‘azza wa-jall grant us!
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Passage 17 from Du'a 4
LT e wﬂ‘ Sl T 5P il O34

Muhani: Facilitate for them every pain that may come upon them
on the day when the soul leaves the body.

- Hawwin — make it easy, reduce 1t, decrease its torments, etc.
- Imam al-Husayn (a): & oiay &) 4 J5 G gle 038

- Sakarat al-mawt is real and tormenting
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- It’s so distressing that the Imam (a) is specially praying for them

Imam al-Ridha (a) on salawat:

G LS ‘Uﬁ“ﬂ-@b&ﬂ%? i g L i
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He who does not have the ability to protect himself from the sins
then he should say salawat on the Prophet and his family, for it
destroys the sins completely.
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Passage 18 from Du'a 4

Pt

c\..@.ﬁ.g Jj.u-\ Jjjﬁj )U\Z\:% c[tg\jdﬁuﬁw\c\;}c&f (1,2_19 j
Sadll s o A ) Hials
Muhani: Secure them from that wherein may occur a trial of their
terrors, from torment of the Fire and eternal continuance therein.

Remove them to the peace of the resting place of those who guard

against evil.
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Now the Imam (a) prays for their to be saved from the exposure
of temptations which result into being cast into Hellfire. Instead
they should be taken to abode of peace and the resting place of
the mutaqqin.

g.ﬁq) // . P ‘1‘/ . /..60&.

Q54: 1 m/eea’ z‘/ﬂe /mﬂ‘aqqz'ﬂ will be czmzd (gam’em and streams, (54) in the
abode of truthfulness with an omnipotent King. (55)
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