Worship in Nahjul Balagha

Session Two
B [htroduction:

B Qualitics, oir a Worshippes
- Steadastness
- enduning hardships
- hiumbleness
= eAmimg

B ypes ol wonship

- Speciiic acts ol worship

- recitation o QUi an
- du-a

B Conclusion




Introduction

O Creatunes ol Allah

take lessons itom useiul items of mstriction and shinimg mdications
B¢ cautioned by effective items, off waring

Get benelit from preaching and admoenition

[t'18 as though the claws of death ane pressed mto) youl

the connection of hopes and desites have been cut astunder

hard affais have betallen you

and your march is towarnds the place where evenyone has tor go

namely: deaths
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Qualities of a worshipper
Steadfastness

Men whon nestier menchandise nor sale: diverisi [roni merenienbrance
of God and e keeping up. o) prayer did - tie giving of alnis, ey, feard
day i whichi e hiearts: and.eyes. siall: twrr about. (24537,
There have been people torwhom: Allah whispened through' theis wits
and'spoke thuotigh theirminds. With the help) of the bright awakenings
o their ears, eyes, and heants they keep remembrance of the days oif
Allalh and make others teel fear for Him, like guide-posts! i wildermess.
.. T'here aneisome people devoted to remembrance (off Allah) whoe

have adopted it miplace off worldly matters so) that commerce or trade

does not tunn! them away: tomiit. They pass themrliteion it. . . [t 1s as/ thotigh
they have finished the journey: of thisiworld towards, the next world and beheld
what lies beyond it. . . Theretore they removed the curtains ftom these things
tor the people off the world till it was as though' they: werne seeing what people
did' net see and were hearing what people did not hear.
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Enduring hardships

You should know: that every obedience to Allal isiunpleasant

appearance while every disobedience to, Allah has the appearance of:
enjoyment. Allah may have merey: on the person wiho kept aloof fom: his
desire and uprooted the appetite ofi s heart. . You should know: O creaturcs
oif Allah that a believer should be distrustiul off his heart every morning and
cvening,
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Blessed 1sthe whoi discharges) his obligations towards Allah and endures, his
hardships, allows hrmselifnorsieep)m the night but when slicepr overpowers hiim
he lies down! oni the ground usig hisfhand asia pillow, along withi those wio
keep, their eyes waketul in fear of the Day: off Judgment, whose bodics ate ever:
away torm: their beds, hose lips are humming with' the remembrance off Allah
and whose sins have been erased. thiough their prolonged beseechings for
liorgiveness. 1ieserare vie:party. of God, surely e party of God alone stiall be

the successful ones. (58:22)
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Humbleness

Fiear Allah . . . Erom the evil nesults of vanity because it 1s the great tiap of
Shaitan and his big deceit which enters the heant like fatal poison. It never goes
waste, nor misses anyone — neither the leamed beecause off his knowledge, nor
the destitute mi his rags.

This s the thing against which Allah ahs protected His creatunes who)are
believers by means of prayers and alms giving, and' suiiermg thehardships ol
liasting m: the days, when! it has beenimade obligatory, 1 order to) give

peaceiulness to their limbs, te)cast fiear in their eyes, to make their spirits
humble, tor give thenhearts humility, and to remove hatughtimess fitom: them.

Alllthis'is achieved throughi the smeaning of their delicate cheeks, with: dust in:
humility, prostrating their main [imbs on the ground in humbleness, and
contracting theurbellies so as to) strike their backs due to fasting, . . . Look what
there 1s in these acts by way: off curbing, the appeatance of pride and
suppressing the trace of vanity.
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Yearning

[fyou cast a glance of your mind at what 18’ described to) you of

Paradise, your heart would begin to hate the delicacies ol this world that have
been displayed here, namely: its desires and itsi pleasunes and the beauties, of its
scenes. You would become lost i the rattling sound of the trees whoese roots
lierhiddens i therhieaps off muisk: onl the banks o tivers i Paradise; and m the
attraction off bunches of fresh pearls i the twigs and! branches off those tices . .

O listener 1 you get younseliFbusy: in advancing towands these wondertil
scenes . . . Then your heait would certainly die due tor eagemess fior: them, and
you would be prepated to seck the company of those il the graves! right from
my audience here, and hasten towards thems May: Allah; by FHis merey, melude
usiand' you 00, among these who strive with: their hearts o the abodes ofi the

VIrtuous.
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Types of Worship

Specific forms of worship

The best means by which seekers off nearness, to Allah' seck neammess, 1s

- beliet m Him and Jihad mrEis way: for it 1S the highest pinnacle; o lslam!
- and! therbeliet m Kalimatul Ikhias {6 it 1s the just natune

- and! therestablishment of prayer: for: it 1S the basis| off commumnity;

= payment ol zakat 1or: 1t 18, 2 compulsenry: obligation

- fiasting (o the month ol Ramadhan towit 1sia shicld agamst punishment

- the pertormance oifi the Hajj ol the house off Allahand its Umia for: these
tworacts, banish poverty: and washraway: siis

- regand (o kinship for it increases wealth and' lengthens, e

- giving alms sectetly for it covers shortcomings

- giving alms openly tor it protects agaimst a bad death

- and extending benefits to people ot it saves: {tom: positions of disgrace.
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Recitation of Qur’an

During themight they are ereet onl then ieet icadimng portions
ol Qur-an and' reciting it haltingly, creatmg through' it grich
tior themselves and secking by it a cure for their allments. [
they: come across a verse creating eagenness, (for Paradise)
they bend towards, it covetingly, and! therr spirit turns
towards it eagenly, and they: feel as i1t 18 1 {Tont of them.
And when they: come across a vense which: contains fear (i
Hell)) they: bend the ears ol their hiearts towards! it and feellas
though' the sounds of lHell and 1ts cries, are ricaching thei

Cars.
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Recitation of Qur’an - 11

No-one sits beside thisi Qur*an but when he rises he should achieve one
addition and' one subtractions addition isihis guidance and subtraction: i is
(spicitual) blmdness. You should knew: that norone willneed anything after
(guidance fnom ) Quran, and no one will be fitee from Want betore (guidance
from Qur-an). Thercione seck from it a cure for your ailiments, and seek 1ts
assistance 1n your distresses. It contams a curne for the biggest diseases, namely
disbelict; hypocrisy, ievolt, and misguidance. Pray: tor Allah throughit, and
tunn to Allalrwithiitstlove . . . There isinothing like it through which the people
can tunn o Allahs . = Onrtherday ol Judgment an announcer will announce;
beware every sower of crop 1S in distress! except the sower off Quian.
Thenetore you should be among the sowerstoff Quran and. its followers:
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Du’a

Know: that Hie who owns the ticasunes of the heavens and the earthi has
permitied you to pray: to Him, and has promiscd you acceptance of your
prayer. EHehas commanded you to beg from Him mrorder that Hemay give
you, and' to seck Hisimercy m order that Heimay hayve mercy: on you. He has
not placed anything between you and Him that may veil him ftomi you . . .

Theretore when you call Him, Hehears your call, and when you whisper: to
Him He knows the whisper:. You place betore Him your needs, unveil before
Hiim: yourselt; complain: to Elim off your wortics, beseechi Eiim: to) remove your
troubles, seeke Histhelp m your atiairs and ask: from the ticasunes of His mercy.
which norone else hias power to)give.

Then He has placed the keys of His treasures in your hands . . . Therefone
whenever you wish' you can open therdoons, of His, faver with your prayer, and
get heavy: rains! off EHisimerncy: fall upon: you.
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Du’a - 11

IDelay il acceptance of the prayer should not disappoeimt you because
the grant of prayer 1S according to; the measure ol your micntions
Sometimes acceptance (ol prayen) 1s delayed with a view: to) be a soutce
oif greater: reward to) the asker and ol better grant to thefone who
expects. Sometimes, your ask for a thing but it 1s not given to you., and a
better thing isfgiven to) you sooner: or later., Or a thing 1S taken away
fitom! you for some; greater: good oif youis.

(Fhis 1s) becatise sometimes) you ask fior a thing which contains, i for

your religion ifi 1t 18’ given to you. Theretore yournequests should be for:
things whose beauty: should be'lasting and whoese burden should remaim
AWy [1omyou.
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Conclusion

Action, action!

[Pook at the end and remain: steadiast.

Thereatter exercise endurance and picty:

You have an objective, proceed towands your objective

You have a sigh, take guidance {om. your sig

[slam: has an i, procecd towards that arm:

Proceed towards Allah by fuliilling His rights which e has enjoined
upon you. Hehas cleanly stated His, demands, fior youl. [ am a witness [or:
youland shall plcad on' your behalizon the day o Judgment. I am:
speaking to you with the promises and pleas off Allah. He the Glorificd
hassaid:

Surely: thoseswhiorsay Ourlboyd. ist God, and persevere: o e right way,
Hierangelsidescernd upoy ey saymig, ear ioL ioy. Srieve, and.receiverie
clad tidings, of e Garden which you were pronised. (4:1:30)
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