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Shorter Method of Performing Tahajjud Prayer 
 
If someone has only about  fifteen minutes left before Fajr  time begins, he can still perform all 
eleven rak¡‘at of Tahajjud ®al¡t by following the shorter method prescribed below. 
 
1). Say four prayers of two rak¡‘¡t each as N¡filah of Night like the normal morning prayers. Any 
s£ras can be recited after al-°amd in these eight (2 x 4) rak¡‘¡t.  If you fear that you may not be 
able to complete the remaining three rak¡‘¡t then only recite al-°amd in these eight rak¡‘¡t. 
 

2). Say ten times  َالله يا , O Allah. 
 
3). Now say two rak¡‘¡t of Shaf‘a Prayer. After al-°amd recite al-N¡s in the first rak‘ah and al-
Falaq in the second rak‘ah.  

S£rat al-N¡s with translation 

حِيِْ 
َّ ّ

نِ الر
ْ

حْ
َّ ّ

 بسِْمِ اللهِ الر

In the Name of God, the All-beneficent, the All-merciful. 

َّاسِ  بِّ النّ
َّ

ُ بِر وذ
ُ

َّع  أ
ْ

َّاسِ  قلُ لِكِ النّ
َّ

ِ   م
ٰ

َّاسِ إِل  النّ

 Say, ‘I seek the protection of the Lord of humans, Sovereign of humans, God of humans,

  
ْ
اسِ ال

َّ
و

ْ
س

َّ
و

ْ
ِّ ال

ر َّاسِ مِن شَّ نّ َّاسِ  ـخَّ دُورِ النّ
ُ

 فِِ ص
ُ

وِس
ْ

س
َّ

و
ُ
ي ي ِ َّاسِ   الَّّّ  النّ

َّ
َّةِ و جِنّ

ْ
 ال

َّ
   مِن

 From the evil of the sneaky tempter  who puts temptations into the breasts of humans, From among the jinn 

and humans.’ 

S£rat al-Falaq with translation 

حِيِْ 
َّ ّ

نِ الر
ْ

حْ
َّ ّ

 بسِْمِ اللهِ الر

In the Name of God, the All-beneficent, the All-merciful. 

لَّقِ  فَّ
ْ
بِّ ال

َّ
ُ بِر وذ

ُ
َّع  أ

ْ
لَّقَّ   قلُ ا خَّ

َّ
ِّ م

ر     مِن شَّ
َّ

قَّب َّ
اسِقٍ إِذَّا و ِّ غَّ

ر مِنْ شَّ
َّ

 و

 Say, ‘I seek the protection of the Lord of the daybreak  from the evil of what He has created, and from the 
evil of the dark night when it settles

دِ   قَّ
ُ
ع

ْ
اتِ فِِ ال اثَّ َّفَّّ ِّ النّ

ر مِن شَّ
َّ

دَّ   و
َّ

س
َّ

اسِدٍ إِذَّا ح
َّ

ِّ ح
ر مِن شَّ

َّ
   و

 and from the evil of the witches who blow on knots, and from the evil of the envious one when he envies.’ 

 

4). Now say one rak‘ah Witr Prayer as follows: after niyyah, takb¢r, s£ra al-°amd, recite s£ra al-
Taw¦¢d three times. 
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5). Now raise your hands in Qun£t and recite any supplication you know by heart. You can 

simply recite ¥alaw¡t on the Prophet and his family ( ى لل  َ  ا ِّ ع ل ل  دٍ  هُم   ص  دٍ و آلِّ مُُ م   مُُ م   ) once, or say 

ان  اللِّ )  :three times followed by (سُبحْ 

 

ْ و ا ا لل هُم   اغفِّْرْ  اتِّ  لِِّ يْْ  و الْْسُلِّم   لْْؤُْمِّنِّيْْ  و  الْْؤُْمِّن اتِّ و الْْسُْلِّمِّ

O Allah! Forgive me, and all believers, male and female, and forgive all Muslims, male and female. 
 
 
 Then go to ruk£‘ and complete the prayers normally.  
 
The following are recommended in the Qun£t of Witr based on how much time you have on you 
before Fajr prayer: 
 
5a). The passage that is most recommended is the recitation of Kalim¡t al-Faraj  as follow: 

ى لآ ا ِّل ى َ يمُْ، لآ اِّل ُ ه  إِّل   الُل الْْ لِّيمُْ الكْ رِّ يمُْ،ه  إِّل   اللّ  ُ اللْ يِّ ،   اللْ لِّ ُ  بعِّْ او اتِّ الس   م  ب ِّ الس   ان  اللِّ ر   سُبحْ 
There is no god but All¡h, the Forbearing the Noble. There is no god but All¡h, the High, the Mighty. Glory be to 

the Lord of the seven heavens, 

، و الْْ دُ للِّ  يمِّْ ُ اللْ رْشِّ اللْ يِّ ب  ، ر  ، و م ا فِّيهِّْن   و م ا ب ينْ هنُ   بعِّْ يْْ  الس   ب ِّ الأ رْضِّ ِّيْْ   و ر  ب ِّ الل الْ   ر 
And the Lord of the seven earths, and what is in them, and what is between them, Lord of the Mighty throne, and 

praise be to Allah, the Lord of the universe. 
 

5b). Then recite the supplication known as Du‘¡ al-Ghar¢q: 

، ث ب ِّت ْ ق لبِّْ ُ ع ل  دِّنِّيكْ  ي ا الُل ي ا  ر   يمُ ي ا مُق ل ِّب  القُْلوُبِّ حِّ حْْ نُ ي ا ر   
O Allah, O All-beneficent, O All-merciful, O Who changes the hearts, make my my heart firm on Your religion. 
 

5c). Then ask for the forgiveness for all Muslims by saying three times: 

اتِّ  يْْ  و الْْسُلِّم  ِّلمُْؤْمِّنِّيْْ  و  الْْؤُْمِّن اتِّ و الْْسُْلِّمِّ  ا لل هُم   اغفِّْرْ ل

O Allah! Forgive all believers, male and female, and forgive all Muslims, male and female. 

5d). Now seek forgiveness for yourself by saying seventy times:  

ِ ِّ و  أ وُوْبُ إِّل يهِّْ أ سْت غفِّْرُ اللّ      ر 
I seek forgiveness of All¡h my Lord and I turn to Him 

 

5e). Then recite seven times:  

ا م ق امُ اللْ ائِّذِّ بِّك  مِّن  الن  ارِّ هى   ذ 

This is the state of one who seeks refuge in You from the fire. 
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5f). Say at least ten times and if possible three hundred times الل فو  َ , i.e. ‘O the Pardoner’ and then 
say:  

يمُْ  حِّ ابُ الر   ، إِّن  ك  أ نتْ  الت  و   ، و وُبْ ع ل  ُ   ْنِِّ ، و ارْحْ  ب ِّ اغفِّْرْ لِِّ  ر 
My Lord: forgive me and have mercy on me, and turn to me clemently. Surely, You are the All-clement, the All-

merciful. 

 
5g). Now complete the prayer normally by performing ruk£‘, qiy¡m, two sajdahs with respective 
recitations, then tashhahud and sal¡m. 
 
5h). It is recommended to end the prayer with tasb¢¦ al-zahr¡’. 
 
May the Almighty Allah accept your devotion and reward you amply for your prayers. 
 

Tahajjud in less than 5 minutes 
 
If you have less than five minutes on you before Fajr prayers then simply say: 

 

Two rak¡‘at Shaf‘a Prayers reciting s£ra al-N¡s after al-°amd in the first rak ‘ah and al-Falaq 

after al-°amd in the second rak‘ah. Do not recite Qun£t in this prayer. 

 

Then say one Rak‘ah Witr Prayer reciting s£ra al-Taw¦¢d once after al-°amd and then simply 

say ¥alaw¡t ( ى لل  َ  ا ِّ ع ل ل  دٍ  هُم   ص  دٍ و آلِّ مُُ م   مُُ م   ) once in Qun£t followed by: 

 

ْ و ا ا لل هُم   اغفِّْرْ  ُ  لِِّ اتِّ لْْ يْْ  و الْْسُلِّم   ؤْمِّنِّيْْ  و  الْْؤُْمِّن اتِّ و الْْسُْلِّمِّ

O Allah! Forgive me, and all believers, male and female, and forgive all Muslims, male and female. 

 

 

Now complete your prayers normally. 


