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Quranic Ayat  3: 38 - 39

َهْب رَِب  ۖ  قَاَل رَب َهُزَكَرِي َا دَعَاُهنَالَِك 
يِمن ل َُدنَك ُذِر ي َةً َطِي بَةًِل ُع ۖ  إِن ََك ََسِ

َوُهَو اْْلَََلِئَكةُ﴾ فَنَادَتُْه 37الد ُعَاِء ﴿
هَقَاِئٌم يَُصلِ ي ِِف اْْلِْحَراِب أَن َ الل َـ

ُرَك قًا بِكَلَِمة بِيَْحََيٰ يُبَِش  ِم َن ُمَصِد  اِِلنَِي ﴿َوَسيِ ًدا َوَحُصورًا َونَِبي ًا ِم َن الل َـهِ ﴾38الص َ
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Translation verses 3: 38 - 39

(3:37) Thereat Zachariah called upon his 

Lord, saying, “My Lord, grant me from 

Yourself  a good offspring. Indeed, You 

are the Hearer of  supplication.” (3:38) 

So the angels called him while he was 

standing in prayer in the chamber, 

“Indeed, Allah gives you good tidings 

of  John, confirmer of  a Word of  Allah, 

eminent and chaste, a prophet, among 

the righteous.” 3



Discussion on verses 3: 37 & 38

- Read the verse before (3: 36) to know the 

context of  the story

- Q: Reflect on the supplication of  Zakariyyā

and note down the lessons we can derive

- Angels called him whilst he was saying 

prayers in miharāb

- ‘Allah gives you the good news’ say angels

- The angels also come with name of  the child

- Q: List down the qualities of  Nabi Yahyā
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Reaction of Nabi Zakariyyā (a)

رُ   َيُكوُن ل ي ُغَلاٌم َوَقْد َبَلَغن َي اْلك َبَأنَّى َقاَل رَ ب ِّ 
اُء اللَّـُه َيْفَعُل َما َيَشَكَذل َك َقاَل ۖ  َواْمرَ َأت ي َعاق رٌ 

3: 40 He said, ‘My Lord, how shall I have a son while 

old age has overtaken me and my wife is barren?’ He 

said, ‘So it is that Allah does whatever He wishes.’

Q: Why would Nabi Zakariyyā question the ability 

of  his Lord? Why did he pray in the first place 

when he was aware that his wife was barren & 

he was very old.
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Imam Ridha (a) on this event
Al-Rayyān bin Shabīb narrates that once he visited 

Abul Hasan Ali al-Ridha on the first of  Muharram. 
The Imam asked him, “are you fasting, O Ibn 
Shabīb?.” “No,” said Ibn Shabīb. So the Imam said, 
“this is the day when Zakariyyā (a) prayed to his 
Lord, Mighty and Sublime, saying: O my Lord, grant 
me from You a good offspring. You are indeed the All-
hearer of  invocation [Q 3:38]. So Allah accepted his 
supplication and commanded the angel who called 
upon Zakariyyā while he was standing in prayer in 
Mihrāb (saying): Allah gives you glad tidings of  Yahyā [Q 
3:39]. Therefore, he who fasts on this day and 
invokes Allah, Mighty and Sublime, Allah will 
accept his supplication the He accepted the 
supplication of  Zakariyyā.” (Nafasul Mahmūn). 6



Tafsīr on verse Q 3:38

A thing is good (tayyib) if  it is suitable for the 

purpose it is required for. A good offspring 

is a child who, in his attributes, qualities and 

activities, would fulfil the hopes, and satisfy 

the ambitions of  his father. Zakariyyā prayed 

for a good offspring when he saw the grace 

of  Allah on Maryam, seeing how great her 

prestige was before the Lord. He was so 

overwhelmed by that experience that he 

could not refrain from praying that he too be 

granted similar bounty. (Al-Mizan, 5:261)
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Tafasīr on verse Q 3:39

Allah (swt) named him Yahya; also see Q 19:7. 

He was sent to verify a Word of  Allah, i.e. Isa 

as Allah refers to him such in Q 3:45. It also 

shows that Yahya was a harbinger of  Isa. As-

Sayyid (honorable and noble)  is the one who 

manages people’s affairs related to their lives & 

livelihood. It is also understood to mean  

learned, devout, wise, generous & reverent to 

God. Al-Husur (chaste) is one who abstains 

from women and forsakes all worldly desires. 

(Al-Mizan, 5:264 & The Study Quran, p. 143).
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Imam Husayn & Nabi Yahya
It has been reported that Imam al-Husayn (a) 

frequently remembered Nabi Yahya during 
his journey to Karbala. Both of  them were 
born in six months after the conception. 
Imam Husayn was martyred for opposing 
the tyrant Yazid and so was Yahya killed by 
declaring that what the King did was wrong 
(The Holy Quran, translation & commentary 
by S.V. Mir Ahmed Ali, p. 944). Both were 
named by Allah, and before them none was 
named Yahya or Husayn. The heavens cried 
for both of  them (www.shiachat.com) 
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John the Baptist in Christianity
Truly I tell you, among those born of  women there has not 

risen anyone greater than John the Baptist (Matthew 

11:11) St John was a preacher & religious figure 

during Jesus’ lifetime. Baptism rituals in the 

Jordan River were an important part of  his 

ministry. Encyclopedia Britannica, “All four 

Gospels recognize in John the start of  the 

Christian Era, and each in its own way tries to 

reconcile John’s precedence in time and Jesus’ 

acceptance of  his message and of  a baptism of  

repentance from his hands, with the author’s 

belief  in Jesus as Messiah and son of  God.”
themuslimtimes.info/2013/06/23/john-the-baptist-day-islam-versus-christianity/
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Nabi Yahya(a) was a fervent preacher

Was fully aware of  Divine commandments in 

Tawarat. Used to teach the fundamental 

principles & solve their problems. He never 

missed any opportunity to preach. He was 

strict in ensuring that people follow the rules. 

He openly condemned the King Hirodutus’ 

intention of  marrying his niece, Herodya. 

She once danced for the King in an 

entertainment party. The king became 

infatuated & offered anything she would 

demand. She asked for the murder of  Yahya 

(Stories from Quran, p.146)
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Story of Zakariyya in Surat Maryam

ّيَ بَِّكَعْبَدُهزََكرِ ْْحَِترَ رَ بَُهِنَداء ٢﴿ِذْكرُ َخِفيًّا﴾ِإْذََنَدٰىرَ
َوَهَناْلَعْظُمم٣ِ﴿ ِإِنِّ بِّ ْأسُ﴾قَاَلرَ َواْشتَ َعَلالرَ ب اَوََلِْنِّ َشي ْ

َشِقيًّا﴿ بِّ ِخْفُتاْلم٤ََأُكنِبُدَعاِئَكرَ َواِلَِمن﴾َوِإِنِّ
افَ هَ َأِتَعاِقر  اِئيوََكاَنِتاْمرَ ﴾٥ا﴿ْبِلِمنَلُدنَكَولِيًَّورَ
ُثِمْنآِليَ ْعُقوبَ ُثِِنَويَرِ ِضيًّۖ يَرِ رَ بِّ ﴾َّي٦ا﴿َواْجَعْلُهرَ
َكِبُغََلٍماسُْ َّيِإََننُ َبشِّرُ َلَََْنَْعللَزََكرِ يًّاُهََيََْيٰ ُهِمنقَ ْبُلسَِ

َأََّنَٰيُكوُنِلُغََل٧﴿ بِّ َأِتَعا﴾قَاَلرَ اَوَقْدٌموََكاَنِتاْمرَ ِقر 
ِعِتيًّا﴿ ب ٨بَ َلْغُتِمَناْلِكََبِ ِلَكقَاَلرَ َكُهَوَعَليَ﴾قَاَلَكذَٰ

ئ ا﴿َهِيٌَِّوَقْدَخَلْقُتَكِمنقَ ْبُلوَ ﴾٩َلََْتُكَشي ْ
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Translation Q 19: 2-9
[This is] an account of  the mercy of  your Lord to His servant 

Zachariah (2) When he called out to his Lord a secret 

supplication. (3) He said, “My Lord, indeed my bones have 

weakened, and my head has filled with white, yet never have I, my 

Lord, been disappointed in my supplication to You. (4) And 

indeed, I fear my kinsmen  after me, and my wife has been 

barren, so give me from Yourself  an heir (5) Who will inherit me 

and inherit from the family of  Jacob. And make him, my Lord, 

pleasing [to You].” (6) [He was told], “O Zachariah, indeed We 

give you good tidings of  a boy whose name will be John. We have 

not assigned to any before [this] name.” (7) He said, "My Lord, 

how will I have a boy when my wife has been barren and I have 

reached extreme old age?" (8) [An angel] said, “So shall it be. 

Your Lord says, ‘It is easy for Me, for I created you before, while 

you were nothing.’” (9)
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