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Introduction to Course
e Purpose: To gain familiarity with the
contextual history of the Surahs of the Qur’an.

To study particular verses of the Qur’an from
given surahs.

* Goals: To understand relevant verses in our
own personal and social context and to reflect
on them.

e QOutcomes: An intimacy with the Qur’an and
daily and regular practice of reflecting on
verses. Familiarity with Arabic.

* Sources: Tafsir al-Amthal of Ayt. Makarem-Shirazi, Tafhim al-Qur’an of
Mawdudi, Mir Ahmed Ali, & various Shi’a Tafasir



Context of Revelation

* Revealed in the first two years of the Hijrah in the
city of Madinah. Contains regular features of
Madani Surahs, including reference to the Jews,
Christians, the people of the book, and the
unschooled Bedouin Arabs.

e Severe against the Jewish community which held
intellectual dominance in Madinah and presented
a great challenge to Islam initially. Bani Israel are
addressed directly. Nabi Musa is mentioned the
most, along with Nabi Isa.

e Contains general concepts of tawhid, nubuwwah,
ageedah, akhirah, and purpose of mankind.



Naming of the Surah

e Named after the event of the Cow in verses 67-
73.

* Background: Nabi Musa*pious man leaves a calf
for his son*calf lives in wilderness*a rich man is
killed by his nephew*Nabi Musa commands cow
to be slaughtered and placed on dead body*Bani
Israel are reluctant and question authority*find
orphan’s cow and offer gold*cow’s tongue in
placed on dead man who rises, points to his
murderer, and dies*

e Reflection: miracles of God*obedience to Divine
authority*concept of Raj’ah in this world.



Virtues of the Surah

e Surah al-Baqgarah contains some of the greatest verses
from the Quran. The Prophet of Allah (s) was asked
‘which Surah is the best” and he replied ‘al-Bagarah’
and again ‘which verse is the best?’ and he replied
‘Ayat al-Kursi'.

 Imam al-Sadiq (a) said ‘everything has a peak and the
peak of the Quran is Ayat al-Kursi. Whoever recites it
when he leaves home will be protected’. Ayat al-Kursi is
verse 255 of this Surah and described the greatness of
Allah swt and it is the verse of the Throne, which is a
symbol for His power and authority and knowledge
that extends across the Heavens and the Earth.



Benefits of Reciting the Surah

Reward of Worship: ‘whoever recites Surah al-Fatiha and the last
verses of Surah al-Bagarah at bedtime will receive the reward of
staying up at night in worship of Allah’

Safety: ‘whoever recites the first 4 verses of this Surah, Ayat al-Kursi
& the following 2 verses, and the last 3 verses of this Surah will
never see anything unpleasant for his wealth & family & Shaytan
will be removed from him’.

Safety while traveling: Zurarah relates from Imam al-Bagir (a) that If
we recite this verse when we sleep and when we travel, our
neighbors are also protected along with our homes.

Also recommended to recite Ayat al-Kursi in sajdah, and in the
sajdah after the completion of salat. The reciter recieves the reward
of all the Anbiya for this act of worship.



Verses 1-20: faith
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Verses 21-29: Submission
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Verses 30-39: Story of Adam
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Verses 40-120: Bani Israel
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Verses 121-141: the Kaaba
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Verses 142-152: Interfaith Relations
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Verses 153-251: The Law
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Verses 252-260: the Prophets
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* Ayat al-Kursi verse 255; some traditions
include 256 and 257.



Verses 261-283: Spend for God
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Verses 284-286: Faith
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END



