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Du‘a 49
For Supplication in
Repelling the Trickery of
Enemies 1n the Sahifa with
two translations
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Academy for Learning Islam (A.L.L) 1

Sahifa Supplictions

Du‘a 49: For Supplication in Repelling the Trickery of
Enemies in the Sabifa with two translations

Translation by Dr. William
C. Chittick

Translation by Ahmad Ali
Muhani

Text of the Du‘a in Arabic

His Supplication in Repelling the
Trickery of Enemies and Driving
away their Severity

To avert the treachery of enemies
and to ward off their violence
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1. My God, You guided me
but I diverted myself, You
admonished me but my
heart became hardened, You
tried me graciously but I
disobeyed. Then, when You
caused me to know it, I
came to know that from
which You have turned (me)
away, so I prayed
tforgiveness and You
released, and I returned and
You covered over. So Yours,
my God is the praise!

1. My Lord You guided me
and I neglected; You advised
me and my heart grew hard;
and You gave me handsome
gifts and I disobeyed!
Thereafter I realized what I
had committed, when You
caused me to know it. So, I
begged pardon and You
torgave. Then I repeated (the
errors) and You concealed
(them)! Therefore, my Lord,
all praise is due unto Youl!

cu}é_l.e ST L;L\ (1
Sl (L5es Shagy
() :L;J’:C? cm &é‘

°_ % 40 oo (%

u.).:_e (sl J.ML;
Jg,cl‘éiﬂl:; ‘::)n:/f

2.1 plunged into the valleys
of destruction and settled in
the ravines of ruin, exposing
myself to Your punishments!

2.1 plunged into the valleys
of destruction and penetrated
the ravines of ruin, wherein I
exposed myself to Your
wrath, and by entering which
(I exposed myself) to Your
chastisement:

3. My mediation with You is
the profession of unity, my
way of coming to You that I
associate nothing with You,
nor do I take along with You
a god; I have fled to You

3. And my recommendation
unto You, is my belief in Your
Unity, and my intercession
with You (the fact) that I never
joined anything with You, and
never took with You any other
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4. How many an enemy has
unsheathed the sword of his
enmity toward me, honed
the cutting edge of his knife
for me, sharpened the tip of
his blade for me, mixed his
killing potions for me,
pointed toward me his
straight flying arrows, not
allowed the eye of his
watchfulness to sleep toward
me, and secretly thought of
visiting me with something
hateful and make me gulp
down the bitter water of his
bile!

4. Thus, many an enemy drew
against me the sword of his
enmity, and sharpened for me
the edge of his knife and
whetted for me the keenness
of its edge, and mixed for me
his most deadly poisons, and
aimed at me his unfailing
arrows, and his vigilant eye
never ceased to watch me,
and he resolved to inflict evil
upon me, and make me drink
its most bitter cup:
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5. So You looked, my God
at my weakness in bearing
oppressive burdens, my
inability to gain victory over
him who aims to war against
me, and my being alone
before the great numbers of
him who is hostile toward
me and lies in wait for me
with an affliction about
which I have no thought.

5. And You looked, my Lord,
at my weakness to bear these
heavy calamities, and my
inability to take revenge from
him who aimed at me his
hostility, and my loneliness
among the host of him who
was hostile to me, and was
awaiting an opportunity to
inflict misery upon me which
I had never thought of:
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6. You set out at once to
help me and You braced up
my back! You blunted for
me his blade, made him,
after a great multitude,
solitary, raised up my heel
over him, and turned back
upon him what he had
pointed straight. So You
sent him back, his rage not
calmed, his burning thirst
not quenched!

Biting his fingers, he turned
his back in flight, his
columns having been of no
use.

6. So, You took the initiative
in helping me, and girdled me
with Your strength; then,
You rendered dull his
keenness for me, and reduced
him to singleness after his
having possessed numerical
strength; and gave me the
upper hand over him and
turned upon him the mischief
he had prepared. Thus did
You repelled him, his grudge
unsatisfied and his rage
uncalmed: Verily he bit his
hands and beat a retreat,
while his hosts deserted him!
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7. How many an oppressor | 7. And many a traitor oS s it’ L (’55 (7
has oppressed me with his deceitfully rebelled against e T

tricks, set up for me the net | me, and set up his snares to ;}fj coylian ﬂ}w Jd Cass
of his snares, appointed over | entrap me, and set his PP e
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regard and lay in ambush for | me, and lay in ambush for me < se
me, the lying in ambush of a | like the beast of prey for his UM‘ AJJQJE | w‘
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intensity of fury!
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for Your mercy — was on the
point of coming down upon
mel

9. How many an envier has | 9. And many an envious
choked upon me in his fellow got choked up on
agony, fumed over me in his | account of his wrath against
rage, cut me with the edge of | me, and got suffocated owing
his tongue, showed malice to his rage at me, and harmed 355 caled .;;4/ Lgil:ﬂ 3
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malice toward me with his bruised me with (the spear LG
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of his treachery and made me
the object of his deceit.

10. So I called upon You,
my God, seeking aid from
You, trusting in the speed of
Your response, knowing that
he who seeks haven in the
shadow of Your wing will
not be mistreated, and he
who seeks asylum in the
stronghold of Your victory
will not be frightened. So
You fortified me against his
severity through Your
power.

10. So I'invoked You O my
Lord, complaining unto You,
trusting in the quickness of
Your answer, knowing that
he who took refuge under the
shelter of Your protection
could not be oppressed, and
that he who took shelter in
the stronghold of Your help
could have no fear: and with
Your power You defended

me from his violencel!

11. How many a cloud of
detested things You have
dispelled from me, a cloud
of favour You have made
rain down upon me, a
stream of mercy You have
let flow, a wellbeing in
which You have clothed me,
an eye of mishap You has
blinded, and a wrap of

distress You have removed!

11. And many a cloud of evil
did You disperse from me,
and cloud of blessings did
You cause to rain down on
me, and river of mercy did
You cause to flow, and safety
did You clothe me with, and
eye of accident did You
render blind, and covering of
distress did You remove!
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12. How many a good
opinion You have verified, a
destitution You have
redressed, an infirmity You
have restored to health, and
a misery You have

12. And many a hope did
You turn out true, and want
did You satisfy, and fall from
which You raised, and
indigence which You turned
away!
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and graciousness from You, | favour and graciousness on Y5is Ll =2 “K (13
and in all of it I was Your part, and throughout all Lo (0] A 33 Elia
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disobeying You. My evil disobeying You! My Ak ; RO WPy L;Cc

doing did not hinder You

from completing Your

beneficence, nor was I
topped from committing

wickedness did not prevent
You from accomplishing
Your benevolence; nor did
this restrain me from
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acts dlspleasmg to You. You | committing things hated by e Jd Y sl
are not questioned as to You! You are not questioned o
what You dost! about what You dol! :};_Zj
14. You were asked, and 14. And verily You are (s ABARAL (14
You bestowed. You were requested and give, and take g
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Your bounty was requested, | requested, and Your bounty
and You did not skimp. You | was asked for and You did G C:,,j (AT S Bt

refused, my master, not stint! You did nothing, O | 4 P )
everything but beneficence, | my Lord, save goodness and | Llslg ULZM-;L Yl (sY5a
kindness, graciousness and benevolence, kindness and 8, e fat o
favour and I refused favour: and I did nothing ‘})L &l ‘\"L""gﬁ p $)
everything but plunging into | except plunging into things ey P 3 ez
what You have made prohibited by You, and Ly Sl
unlawful, transgressing Your | transgressing Your limits, and 5 s :I/; iﬁz/cj . 59} 2oL

bounds, and paying no heed | neglecting Your threat!

to You'r threat! So Yours is Therefore‘, all praise is due to | y y ./le; 2 &;\5 o A
the praise, my God, the All- | You O Mighty who cannot g il
powerful who is not be vanquished and O :}3&_} N é[j <33 Cdj&’;
overcome, and the possessor | Possessor of patience who
of patient waiting who does | does not make haste!

not hurry!

15. This is the station of one | 15. Such is the situation of Cai) g A 1A (15

who confesses to lavishness | him who acknowledges Your Fali®e

of favours, counters them abundant favours, and who \42_15@/ IR,
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nearness to You through the | approach You through the
elevated rank of Muhammad | sublime Creed of Mohammad % ytj‘j () Bads i
) and the radiant degree of and the Bright Faith of Alj; o7 - X
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17. So give me, my God, by
Your mercy and Your lasting
bestowal of success, that
which I may take as a ladder
with which to climb to Your
good pleasure and be secure
from Your punishment, O
Most Merciful of the
merciful!

17. Therefore, grant me, O
my God, Your mercy, and
Your perpetual grace, which I
may lay hold of as a ladder,
whereby I may climb to Your
approbation, and whereby 1
may be safe from Your
torment O most Merciful!
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